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Abstract

Social Studies is a key tool in this changing world. It serves as the foundation of social
development across the country and acts as an agent of change that transforms an individual
into an effective citizen of the nation. Moreover, the Philippine K to 12 curriculum accentuates
the role of social studies in developing the learners’ literacy and effective engagement as a
citizen of the country. This study aims to elicit the junior high school students' perspectives
on the significance of social studies in 21st-century society. It involved 25 Grade 7 students
enrolled in a public secondary school in Zambales, Philippines. This study used a qualitative
descriptive design with a semi-structured interview guide as the primary gathering tool. Five
major themes emerged from the categorized statements of the participants. Social studies is
still relevant today as it encourages community participation, enhances critical and creative
thinking, fosters cultural sensitivity, broadens global perspective, and promotes values
formation. Moreover, participants claimed that social studies promotes cultural heritage,
fosters economic efficiency, serves as a source of meaningful information, and brings people
back to the past. The study recommends that teachers should enhance their technological
pedagogical content knowledge (TPACK) in Social Studies to keep abreast with the demands
of 21st-century society. Further, teachers are encouraged to make the teaching of Social
Studies contextualized, indigenized and localized to make it responsive and relevant in the
current setting.

Keywords: 21st-Century Society, Social Studies, Students’ Perspectives, Qualitative
Research, Zambales, Philippines
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INTRODUCTION

Social Studies is a discipline in which it deals with the human relationship and the way
society works. It has a wider scope in different sub-disciplines in which many teachers struggle
with the lack of student’s interest in the content. This lack of interest translates into a lack of
motivation to learn and so students seem uninterested and perceive it as a boring subject.
Additionally, the changing educational landscapes and the Education 4.0 add up to the challenges
faced by the present social studies curriculum (Rogayan & Villanueva, 2019).

The recent socio-political and economic transformations in the world and within countries
have brought about changes in educational thrusts and greater challenges for social studies
(Egharevba & Iyamu, 2020). Students are being equipped with the 21st-century skills such as life
and career skills, learning and innovation skills, information, media, and technology skills to brace
the challenges of the landscapes in education. Through social studies, learners acquire civic
competence and understanding of the world they live in and facilitate them to become productive
and responsible citizens of the country. It also allows the students to be more conscious and aware
of the community issues and problems and engages them to take the right action towards a better
and more inclusive society.

Previous researches have mainly focused on the cultivation of 21-st century skills in social
studies (Farisi, 2016; Sugiyanto et al, 2018), internationalizing social studies education
(Boonying, & Chatruprachewin, 2017; White 2018), 21-st century teaching strategies in social
studies (Egharevba, & Iyamu, 2020), and learning in the 21-st century environment (Sunarno et
al., 2020; Wahyuningtyas, 2019). However, very little scholarly attention has been given to the
relevance of social studies in the 21st-century.

Hence, the researchers are interested to know the students’ point of view on the relevance
of Social Studies in 21st-century society. It is interesting to document how students see social
studies and its role in social transformation and societal development. Hence, this study aimed to
elicit the students' perspectives on the relevance of social studies in the 21st-century learning
landscape.

METHOD

1. Research Design

This study is qualitative descriptive research. The study is designed to reveal a target
audience’s range of behavior and the perceptions that drive it with reference to specific topics or
issues. It uses in-depth studies of small groups of people to guide and support the construction of
hypotheses. The results of qualitative research are descriptive rather than predictive. A qualitative
descriptive approach does not necessitate the investigator to move as far from the information
and does not necessitate a highly abstract interpretation of data compared with other qualitative
approaches (Lambert & Lambert, 2012) but does result in some explanation (Bradshaw et al.,
2017). The results from these investigations can often be of utmost significance to practitioners
and policymakers (Sandelowski, 2000). The present revealed vital contributions of Social Studies
in 21st-century society.

2. Participants and Sampling

The study involved a total of 25 Grade VII students purposively selected from a state-owned
secondary school in Zambales, Philippines. Seven (7) of the participants are females, while 18 are
males. The study was conducted from November 2016 to February 2017. The study used the
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purposive sampling technique, a non-probability sampling method, and it occurs when the
judgment of the researcher chooses elements selected for the sample. Purposive sampling method
may prove effective when only limited numbers of people can serve as primary data sources due
to the nature of research designs and its aims and objectives. Mainly, this research was a
heterogeneous or maximum variation sampling as a category of purposive sampling technique.

3. Research Instruments

To identify the current relevance of Social Studies in the 21stt century society, the
researchers devised a semi-structured interview guide that does not require any further
validation. The researchers asked the key question: is Social Studies still relevant in 21st-century
society.

4. Data Gathering Procedure

After constructing a semi-structured interview guide, the researchers sought the school's
approval through its principal. The researchers also sought parental consent and participant’s
assent prior to data collection as part of the ethics protocol. The conduct of the interview took
place at the participants’ most convenient time in the school. Before the interview ended,
clarifications were made by the researchers in some statements which are unclear and need
further elaboration. The responses of the participants were translated from Filipino to English for
better analysis and interpretation. An interview lasted five to 10 minutes per participant.

5. Data Analysis

The responses of the students from the open-ended questionnaire were individually
encoded. In terms of analyzing the data, the responses were subjected to thematic analysis to cull
out the underlying themes and code the significant statements, and the resulting significant
statements were clustered into underlying themes (Rogayan, 2018). A phenomenological
reduction was used for the extended text through a repertory grid. This is to enable the
researchers to observe both the cool and warm analyses of the information collected from the
participants. The cool analysis part consisted of the participants’ significant points or statements.
These statements were the basis in the conduct of the warm analysis stage wherein the
categorization of data were formulated and that the themes were evolved (Lincoln & Guba, 1985).
Creswell (2013) mentioned that the validation in a qualitative investigation is an effort to gauge
the truthfulness of the discoveries, as best defined by the investigator and the subjects. Hence, in
this study, an informant feedback was made to ensure the trustworthiness of the collected data.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Social Studies students' perspectives on the relevance of Social Studies in the 21st-century
society are presented in the text table.

The students reported various perspectives on the relevance of Social studies in the 21st
century. Five major themes emerged from the categorized statements of the participants. They
cited that Social studies is still relevant today as it provides knowledge, promotes values
formation, fosters cultural sensitivity, encourages community participation, and broadens global
perspective.
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Table 1

Perspective of Social Studies Students on the Relevance of Social Studies in the 215t Century Society

Emerging Theme

Categorized Significant Statement

Frequency

Encourages
community

participation

Enhances critical
and creative

thinking

Fosters  cultural

sensitivity

Broadens global

perspective

Promotes values

formation

Itis important because it encourages us to take part
in social issues and contribute to the solution of
different societal problems [P22, Male].

It gives us a sense of community as it teaches us the
principles of civic engagement [P25, Female].
Provide opportunities on how can we help the
community in our own little ways [P1, Male].

Social studies molds the minds of the youth based
from the lessons we learned from it. In this subject,
we learned how our ancestors fought against the
oppressors and gave us insights on how we live and
act in the present [P23, Female].

It is important because it broadens our way of
thinking and makes us more critical about what is
happening around [P16, Female].

Social studies is still very relevant in today’s society
as it provides us better understanding of our own
identity as a nation and other nations' identities
[P17, Female].

It gives us a better understanding of our rich
cultural heritage, traditions, and belief systems
despite the technological advancement [P13, male].
It provides awareness on the different events that
are happening not only in the country but also in the
different parts of the world [P20, male].

It helps me understand how different countries
support each other and how different global
movements work [P10, Male].

Social studies is still relevant today because we
learn to appreciate our value system as Filipinos

and apply them in our lives [P5, Female].

22

20

18

16

13
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e Itteaches us to be more responsible member of the
society [P24, Male].

e It helps us remember the different values that are
important for us to grow and develop as one

community [P14, Male].

*P-Participant

1. Encourages community participation

Social Studies promotes civic competence. It encourages students to take part in social
issues and discussions. It serves as a catalyst to enable students to initiate actions for community-
centered development. One male participant shared that, social studies is “important because it
encourages us to take part in social issues and contribute to the solution of different societal
problems (P22).” It accentuates the people's role in solving societal problems and issues towards
building a more humane, inclusive and just community. Another participant stated that social
studies is still relevant in the 21st-century because it “gives us a sense of community as it teaches
us the principles of civic engagement (P25, Female).” This connotes how the subject teaches the
students the rudiments of civic engagement and societal participation.

Several studies affirm that social studies has a significant impact in developing students’
community participation or civic engagement (Kenna, & Hensley, 2019; Maguth, & Koskey, 2019;
Matto et al., 201; Stefaniak et al., 2017). High social studies environment have the power to
increase the negative reality by vigorously promoting civic-mindedness regarding political
engagement in students before students enter the real-world (Parker & Lo, 2016).

Furthermore, Dewey as cited in Kenna & Hensley (2019) stated that the core objective of
social studies is to prepare the young people with the necessary foundational and skills essential
to address and deliberate community issues confronted by the society and encourage political
participation and societal engagement, and this objective remains relevant for today’s Generation
Z.

2. Enhances critical and creative thinking

Social Studies provides knowledge about the current and past events in which students
reflect on and think critically and creatively. The past events being discussed in social studies
subject are connected to the present situation of the country. Hence, social Studies helps in
molding the 21st-century learners to be critical and creative thinkers.

“Social studies molds the minds of the youth based from the lessons we learned from it. In
this subject, we learned how our ancestors fought against the oppressors, and that gives us
insights on the way we live and act in the present (P23).” This statement from a female participant
mirrors how social studies influence her to think beyond borders and to reflect critically on how
the past circumstances can shape the present and the future. Social studies, therefore, is a good
avenue to cultivate one’s sense of thinking that can transcend beyond limitations.

Yilmaz-Ozcan, and Tabak (2019) mentioned that having certain high-level thinking skills
such as critical thinking, deliberation skills, judgment making, and systematic thinking are
necessary for people to formulate solutions to the societal upheavals that they encounter at
present. Previous researches also revealed that learners who have higher levels of self-efficacy in
social studies subject could be assumed to have a higher critical thinking skills (Lee et al., 2016;
Meral, & Tas, 2017).
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3. Fosters cultural sensitivity

Social Studies promotes cultural awareness and sensitivity in the 21st-century mileu.
Through the subject, the students get to know more about their own culture and the culture of
other races, thus contributing to their awareness and holistic development. Schools should also
make sure that learners are given the best avenue for their holistic development (Rogayan, 2019).

Students are being exposed to become stewards of cultural heritage. Social studies also
enhances the learners’ attitude towards promoting the Philippines' rich culture as they become
proud Filipinos. As mentioned by one participant, social studies “gives us better understanding of
our rich cultural heritage, traditions, and belief systems despite the technological advancement
that is happening (P13, Male).” This suggests that amid the 21-st century environment, social
studies is still relevant in fostering awareness among people on the different cultural traditions
and belief systems.

The idea of cultural sensitivity necessitates making sense of culture (Volckmar-Eeg, 2020).
Cultural sensitivity fosters consciousness of personal cultural philosophies and practices and
sharing open-minded and respectful interactions with people of other cultures (Anonson, 2014).
Hence, social studies is essential in fostering cultural awareness, socio-cultural belief systems, and
cultural heritage.

4. Broadens global perspective

The relevance of social studies in the 21st-century is that it contributes in the broadening
of one’s global perspective. Since, the social studies subject does not only focus in the Philippines
but also in other neighboring countries, it gives the impressions to the learners that they need to
think globally not just locally. This is manifested in the different topics in the subject that includes
Asian studies, world history, economics and the current trends and issues in the contemporary
world. Therefore, social studies is an essential element in developing learners who are globally
ready and globally conscious. A male participant shared , “social studies provides awareness on
the different events that are happening not only in the country but also in the different parts of
the world (P20).” This implies that through social studies, people are becoming more aware of the
global issues and trends and influence them to take action and take part in the different global
movements. In this way, the people uphold the traits of being global citizens.

Previous studies revealed that global citizenship can be developed in social studies through
various pedagogical strategies such as critical media literacy (Harshman, 2018),
videoconferencing (Krutka, & Carano, 2016), and critical knowledge (Myers, & Rivero, 2020).
Moreover, due to the nature of the progressively different and universal 21st-century society in
which the students live, it is pivotal to enhance and develop students’ global citizenship
capabilities (Homes, 2019).

5. Promotes values formation

Social Studies likewise promotes values formation in 21st-century society. Learners can
learn the pastlessons and process these values towards contributing to the nation's greatness. As
claimed by one participant, “social studies is still relevant today because we learn to appreciate
our value system as Filipinos and apply these values in our lives (P5, Female).” This implies how
critical social studies in cultivating the Filipino values such as malasakit (empathy, sympathy,
compassion), utang na loob (norm of reciprocity), lakas ngloob (courage), pakikisalamuha (act of
mixing), and pakikisama (being united with the group), among others.

Another participant (P24, male) also stated that social studies teaches people to be more
responsible member of the society. This bespeaks of the role of social studies to develop
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responsible, law-abiding and community-oriented individuals.

Norms, values, and behaviors are changing in a given society (Valeeva et al., 2016). With
social studies, these values could be preserved and further embodied by the people despite the
changing times brought about by new industrial era and age of digitalization.

In summary, the social studies subject is very relevant in the 21st-century landscape as
reflected in the students’ perspectives. Based on the study results, the researchers crystallized a
conceptual framework that shows the relevance of social studies in 21st-century society.

Figure 1 shows the extracted themes from the interview transcripts on the relevance of
social studies in the 21st-century society. Social studies encourages community participation,
enhances critical and creative thinking, fosters cultural sensitivity, promotes values formation,
and broadens global perspective. It can be deduced that the relevance of social studies in the
current era is undeniably present.

Several studies conform to the results of this qualitative inquiry. Nwankwo (2016) studied
the role of social studies as antidote against corrupt practices in the 21st-century. Unimna & Ameh
(2018) reiterated that the knowledge of Social Studies promotes economic development and
national progress to brace the 21st-century challenges. Social studies is relevant to the society
because it helps students learn about societal values and different cultures (Kudawe et al., 2020)
and contributes to developing a good societal value system (Eduviere, 2018).

Encourages
community
participation

Enhances
Broadens

global Relevance of critical and

creative

Social Studies thinking,
in the 21st

perspective

Century Society

Promotes Fosters
values cultural
formation sensitivity

Fig 1. Relevance Social Studies in the 21st-Century Society
The crystallized conceptual framework may inform the curriculum developers and
education policymakers on the relevance of social studies in 21st-century society.

CONCLUSION

The study explored the students’ perspectives on the relevance of social studies subject in
the 21st-century milieu. Based on the findings, social studies remains a relevant discipline in the
21st-century society as it encourages community participation, enhances critical and creative
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thinking, fosters cultural sensitivity, broadens global perspective, and promotes values formation.
Moreover, participants claimed that social studies promotes cultural heritage, fosters economic
efficiency, serves as a source of meaningful information and brings people back to the past. The
study also revealed positive contributions of the subject to societal development, cultural
preservation, values regeneration and civic participation.

The study has important implications to policy and pedagogy. First, the study recommends
that teachers should enhance their technological pedagogical content knowledge (TPACK) in
Social Studies to keep abreast with the demands of 21st-century society. Second, teachers are
encouraged to make the teaching of Social Studies contextualized, indigenized and localized to
make it responsive and relevant in the current setting. Third, social studies students may be given
authentic learning experience in the social studies classrooms to be equipped with the
foundational knowledge and technical know-how in the 21st-century workplace.

References
Boonying, V., & Chatruprachewin, C. (2017). Teacher Professional Learning Community (TPLCs)

on social studies toward 21st century learning: A case study of primary schools in
Sukhothai Province, Thailand. Képzés Es Gyakorlat (Training And Practice), 15(3), 9-20.
https://doi.org/10.17165/tp.2017.3.1

Bradshaw, C., Atkinson, S., & Doody, O. (2017). Employing a qualitative description approach in
health care research. Global qualitative nursing research,4, 2333393617742282.
https://doi.org/10.1177/2333393617742282

Creswell, ]. W. (2013). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches.
Sage.

Eduviere, 0. V. (2018). The relevance of social studies in educational innovation and improvisation
in a recessed economy. International Journal of Innovative Social & Science Education
Research 6(4), 29-38.

Egharevba, |., & Iyamu, E. O. S. (2020). Promoting the effective teaching and learning of social
studies through the use of mastery learning strategies in the 21st century. KIU Journal of
Social Sciences, 6(2), 321-326.

Farisi, M. I. (2016). Developing the 21st-century social studies skills through technology
integration. Turkish ~ Online  Journal of Distance  Education, 17(1), 16-30.
https://doi.org/10.17718/tojde.47374

Harshman, J. (2018). Developing global citizenship through critical media literacy in the social
studies. The Journal of Social Studies Research, 42(2), 107-117.
https://doi.org/10.1016/].jssr.2017.05.001

Holmes, C. (2019). Teaching for global citizenship with young adult literature in the social
studies. Educational Considerations, 45(1), 8. https://doi.org/10.4148/0146-9282.2166

Kenna, . L., & Hensley, M. A. (2019). Utilizing social media to promote civic engagement in the
social studies classroom. The Social Studies, 110(2), 86-94.
https://doi.org/10.1080/00377996.2018.1524360

Krutka, D. G., & Carano, K. T. (2016). Videoconferencing for global citizenship education: Wise



Journal of Education and Human Resources. Vol. 2 (1) (2021) I 9

practices for social studies educators. Journal of Social Studies Education Research, 7(2),
109-136.

Kudawe, C., Otchere, S. N.,, & Afari, ]. B. (2020). Relevance of social studies education in the
technical school programme: A survey of Kumasi Technical Institute in Ghana. Journal of
Education & Social Policy, 7(1), 71-80. https://doi.org/10.30845 /jesp.v7n1p9

Lambert, V. A.,, Lambert, C. E. (2012). Qualitative descriptive research: An acceptable design.
Pacific Rim International Journal of Nursing Research, 16, 255-256.

Lee, S. Y, Jeon, S. Y, & Kim, Y. Y. (2016). The effects of critical thinking disposition and self-esteem
to self-leadership of nursing student. The Korean Journal of Health Service
Management, 10(1), 155-165. https://doi.org/10.12811/kshsm.2016.10.1.155

Maguth, B., & Koskey, K. (2019). Preparing urban youth to live-up to their civic promise?
Researching youth positionality of civic engagement using an arts-based
instrument. Journal of Social Studies Education Research, 10(1), 1-37.

Matto, E. C., McCartney, A. R. M., Bennion, E. A., & Simpson, D. W. (Eds.). (2017, July). Teaching civic
engagement across the disciplines. American Political Science Association.
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1049096517001706

Meral, E.,, & Tas, Y. (2017). Modelling the relationships among social studies learning environment,
self-efficacy, and critical thinking disposition. Pegem Egitim ve Ogretim Dergisi Pegem
(Journal of Education and Instruction), 7(3), 349-366.
https://doi.org/10.14527 /pegegog.2017.013

Myers, ]. P,, & Rivero, K. (2020). Challenging preservice teachers’ understandings of globalization:
Critical knowledge for global citizenship education. The Journal of Social Studies Research,
44(4), 3830396. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jssr.2020.05.004

Nwankwo, E. M. (2016). Primary school social studies as antidote against corruption and corrupt
practices in Nigeria in the 21st century. International Journal of Education Development,
21(1),102-108.

Parker, W.C., & Lo, ]. C. (2016). Reinventing the high school government course: Rigor, simulations,
and learning from text. Democracy & Education, 24(1), 1-10.

Rogayan, D.V. Jr. (2018). Why Young Filipino Teachers Teach? Asia Pacific Higher Education
Research Journal, 5(2), 48-60.

Rogayan, D. V. Jr. (2019). Dilemmas encountered by Aeta students in a state university in Central
Luzon, Philippines. Journal of Humanities and Education Development, 1(5), 236-242.

Rogayan, D. V. Jr,, & Villanueva, E. E. N. (2019). Implementation status of K12 social studies
program in Philippine public schools. PEOPLE: International Journal of Social
Sciences, 5(3), 233-250. https://dx.doi.org/10.20319/pijss.2019.53.233250

Sandelowski, M. (2000).Focus on research methods: Whatever happened to qualitative
description? Research in Nursing & Health, 23(4), 334-340.
https://doi.org/10.1002/1098-240x(200008)23:4%3C334::aid-nur9%3E3.0.co; 2-g



10 I Oliver R. Crisolo., Sandy Camposano., & Danilo V. Rogayan Jr. Relevance of Social Studies........

Stefaniak, A., Bilewicz, M., & Lewicka, M. (2017). The merits of teaching local history: Increased
place attachment enhances civic engagement and social trust. Journal of Eenvironmental
Psychology, 51, 217-225. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvp.2017.03.014

Sugiyanto, S., Maryani, E., & Ruhimat, M. (2018). A preliminary study on developing geography
literacy based on social studies learning model to improve teachers 21st century skills.
In IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science (Vol. 145, No. 1, p. 012062).
https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/145/1/012062

Sunarno, A., Supriatna, N., & Malihah, E. (2020, March). E-learning in 21st century era: Junior high
school readiness in social studies. In Proceedings of the 2020 8th International Conference
on Information and Education Technology (pp. 83-87).
https://doi.org/10.1145/3395245.3396447

Unimna, FA.,, & Ameh, P. M. (2018). Social studies curriculum evaluation: Issues, problems and
prospects in the 21st century. Journal of Environmental And Tourism Education, 1,(1), 41-
51.

Valeeva, R. A, Korolyeva, N. E., & Sakhapova, F. K. (2016). Case-Study of the high school student's
family values formation. International Journal of Environmental and Science
Education, 11(7), 1641-1649.

Volckmar-Eeg, M. G. (2020). “I don't know what to do—Could it be cultural?” The
operationalization of cultural sensitivity among street-level workers in the Norwegian
Labour and Welfare Administration. Social Policy & Administration, 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.1111/spol.12615

Wahyuningtyas, N. (2019, March). Developing Edmodo-based online learning media to support
student’s skill of social studies in 21st century. In IOP Conference Series: Earth and
Environmental Science (Vol. 243, No. 1, p. 012160). IOP Publishing.
https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/243/1/012160

White, C. (2018). Internationalizing social studies and history education: A 21st century
imperative. In Internationalizing Education (pp. 32-44). Brill Sense.
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004364622_004

Yilmaz-Ozcan, N., & Tabak, S. (2019). The effect of argumentation-based social studies teaching
on academic achievement, attitude and critical thinking tendencies of
students. International Electronic Journal of Elementary Education, 12(2), 213-222.
https://doi.org/10.26822 /iejee.2019257669



