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A B S T R A C T   A R T I C L E   I N F O 

Juvenile delinquency, intolerance and disciplinary behaviour 
are partly motivated by low religious awareness. State MTs 
students in Banten have urban and traditional socio-cultural 
diversity, while geographically consisting of rural, urban, 
mountainous, and coastal areas. This diversity affects the 
cultivation of values, traditions, and perspectives on their 
religious life. The research aims to describe the religious 
awareness of MTs students in the Banten Region based on 
their socio-cultural and geographical profiles.  The research 
method used is descriptive analysis, using Analysis of 
Variance (ANOVA). Research data were obtained using a 
religious awareness scale that measured cognitive, affective, 
and psychomotor aspects. The ANOVA test results show that 
sociocultural factors have a more significant impact on the 
variation of religious awareness of MTs Negeri students in 
the Banten Region. Socio-culturally, religious awareness 
tends to be greater for students in urban sociocultural 
groups. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

The diversity of cultures and religions in Indonesia is a reality to be grateful for. The 
existing diversity is not just an entity, but also the identity of the nation and the individual 
itself. On the other hand, diversity has the potential to be a source of conflict. Education plays 
an important role in fostering learners' multicultural competence to understand, respect, and 
engage with individuals from diverse backgrounds. 

Religious relations are still a major challenge in creating a multicultural and inclusive 
climate in Indonesia (Andryany, 2017). Problems such as divide and conquer, hate speech, 
and religious harmony are issues that must be addressed immediately (Ayunda et al., 2022). 
The uncontrolled and moderate attitude of student diversity has the potential to cause 
problems of student intolerance (Fauzian et al., 2021).  In this situation, religious awareness 
plays an important role in creating an inclusive and tolerant school environment (Maimun, 
2020). 

Intolerance in students is a problem in the world of education, especially in madrasah in 
this decade.  Based on previous research, a group of students who support discrimination of 
minority groups, do not give respect, and reject the existence of different religious sects 
(Tholkhah, 2013). A small proportion of Madrasah Aliyah students had a less tolerant attitude, 
although small, it needs attention for the creation of religious harmony (Nasrudin et al., 2022). 
The efforts made by Madrasah teachers in Jakarta and Banten in instilling tolerance are by 
introducing individual differences, and educating students regarding freedom of worship 
(Sholichah et al., 2022). 

Some studies show the problem of juvenile delinquency and disciplinary behaviour is 
supported by low religious awareness. A study conducted in Yogyakarta found that there is a 
relationship between spirituality and religious awareness of cheating behaviour in religious 
schools, the position of religious awareness and spirituality is as a moral compass to act 
ethically (Jamaluddin & Lufityanto, 2021). Religious awareness correlates with a decrease in 
vandalism behaviour in adolescents by 5.9% (El Hajar & Arief, 2018). About adolescent 
aggressiveness, there is a negative correlation between religious awareness and the tendency 
of aggressiveness in adolescents (Andriansyah & Tohari, 2023; Furqona, 2009; Siregar, 2024). 
These findings suggest that religious awareness also influenced by the social environment in 
which students grows up. Sociocultural factors such as family, peers, and community can 
shape values, norms, and beliefs that will ultimately influence a person's level of religious 
awareness. 

Instilling tolerance and multicultural attitudes is the duty of all educators, including 
guidance and counselling teachers. Jackson (Jackson, 2013; Race, 2015) classifies religious 
education efforts related to multiculturalism at the social and individual levels. Educational 
efforts made in previous studies were at the social level, namely positioning religious 
differences in the context of diversity and nationality. Guidance and counselling are expected 
to be able to touch the individual level in preventing intolerance in students related to 
religion, namely strengthening individual religious identity. 

Religion as an identity is part of the necessity. Salatony (Setiawan, 2019) emphasized that 
plurality and multiculturality should be understood as a necessity and God's creation of His 
servants. This paradigm is the latest form of religious awareness and is relevant to today's 
multicultural world. Furthermore, religious awareness can increase students' understanding 
and appreciation of different religions and beliefs, fostering respect and inclusiveness. 

In the post-modernist view, mature religious awareness is a creative personal 
transformation, guiding thought and action and reinterpreting religious teachings and values 
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in everyday experience (Barnes, 2014; Jackson, 2013). In line with this view, Lederach 
(Lederach, 2015) formulates faith-based inspiration as an inclusive individual quality, 
individuals make faith a resource in life exploration, thus making themselves responsive, and 
relevant to dynamic and conflict-prone daily life patterns.  This is in line with the concept of 
religious awareness as the maturity of attitudes in dealing with various problems, being able 
to adjust to the norms and values that exist in society, and being open to the norms and values 
that exist in society (Zubaedi & Utomo, 2021). 

The religious values that learners receive should be the basis for critical thinking, and 
problem-solving, and enable them to examine social problems from various perspectives and 
contribute to the development of society (Futaqi & Yenuri, 2023).   In MTs students, especially 
in the Banten region, the cultivation of religious values is very varied due to the socio-cultural 
and geographical diversity in the area. Banten has Urban and Traditional socio-cultural 
diversity. Geographically, it consists of rural, urban, mountainous, and coastal areas. This 
diversity affects the values instilled, traditions, and perspectives of religious life. In line with 
the view that religious awareness can be understood based on aqidah, akhlaq, and from a 
social perspective (Oktonika, 2020).  The social environment also determines the role of 
religion as an instrument that drives society (Yunus & Mukhlisin, 2020). 

Therefore, the research aims to describe the religious awareness of MTs students in the 
Banten Region based on their socio-cultural and geographical profiles.  In this study, the 
description of religious awareness can be the basis for developing guidance topics in 
developing contextual religious awareness by the socio-cultural and geographical conditions 
of students. 

 
2. METHODS 

The research method used is a survey of MTsN students in the Banten region. Descriptive 
analysis was used to describe differences in the level of religious awareness of students based 
on sociocultural and geographical students. Religious awareness is measured through three 
aspects, namely cognitive, affective, and psychomotor (Ahyadi, 2001; Arul & Ulfa, 2024; 
Rosmalina & Khaerunnisa, 2021; Saifuddin, 2019; Surawan & Mazrur, 2020). In this study, 
sociocultural leads to interaction, intensity, and involvement in religious activities (Rohman & 
Mukhibat, 2017), which are divided into two groups, namely urban and traditional. The 
geography of students is where students live, which is grouped based on variations in natural 
conditions in Banten Province, namely hills, lowlands, mountains, and coasts. 

The selection of research samples was carried out using stratified random sampling by 
considering the breadth of regions in Banten Province. In this study, each city and regency 
was represented by 30 students, thus the number of samples in the study was 180 public MTs 
students in Banten Province.   

Research data were obtained using a religious awareness scale totalling 30 items, with 
answer choices using a Likert scale. The religious awareness scale measures cognitive, 
affective, and psychomotor aspects, with details of indicators in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Lattice of Religious Awareness Instrument 

Aspect Indicator 
Cognitive Belief and understanding of religious teachings 

Developing religious concepts 

Affective Positive emotions and values felt in the religious 

Motivation and need to practice religious values 

Psychomotor Routine worship activities 

Experience of religious values and teachings  

 
The research data analysis was carried out in three stages. In the first stage, the 

researcher conducted descriptive analysis in the form of calculating the average score (mean) 
and comparing the average score in each data group. Second, the researchers categorized the 
scores using the hypothetical mean. Third, the research data were analyzed using analysis of 
variance to test comparisons between data groups, namely testing data based on 
sociocultural, and data groups based on student geography. 

 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
3.1. Results 

Research on religious awareness based on students' sociocultural and geographical 

backgrounds was conducted by exploring the religious awareness data obtained in the survey 

activities. Table 2 presents a description of the level of religious awareness based on students' 

socioculture. 

 

Table 2. Description Of The Level Of Religious Awareness Based On Students' Sociocultural 
 

Sociocultural Mean Level Of Religious Awareness (%) 

Low Quite High 
Urban 128,71 0 4,08 95,92 

Tradisional 123,17 0 18,3 81,7 

 

The results of the descriptive analysis in Table 2 compares the mean level of religious 

awareness between urban and traditional students. While both groups exhibit a 

predominantly high level of religious awareness, there is a noticeable difference in the 

percentage of students with the highest level. Urban students showed a significantly higher 

proportion (95.92%) of individuals with the very highest level of religious awareness 

compared to traditional students (81.7%). However, when looking at the distribution of 

religious awareness levels, it can be seen that the religious awareness of students who live in 

urban areas tends to be higher when compared to students who live in areas with traditional 

religious interactions. A visual picture of the distribution of data related to religious 

awareness based on sociocultural is presented in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Socio-cultural Religious Awareness 

 

Furthermore, the researcher conducted an ANOVA test on the two groups of data to 

ensure that there was a significant difference in the level of students' religious awareness. 

The ANOVA test results are presented in Table 3. 

 

Table 3: ANOVA Test Results of Religious Awareness Based on Students' Sociocultural 

 

Sum of 

Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 891.495 1 891.495 4.505 .036 

Within Groups 23349.972 118 197.881   

Total 24241.467 119    

 

The ANOVA test results in Table 3 show that there is a significant difference between the 

two groups of data. The value of .sig = 0.36 meets the requirement of rejecting H0 at the real 

level = 0.05. Thus it can be understood that socioculturally the religious awareness of MTsN 

students in the Banten Region has a significant difference in the level of religious awareness.  

In connection with this, researchers also analyzed religious awareness based on the 

geographical place of residence of students. The results of the analysis can be seen in Table 

4. 

 

Table 4. Description of Religious Awareness Level by Geography 

Geographical Mean Category 
Lowland 126,47 High 

Hilly 122,83 High 

Mountainous 107,25 Quite 

Coastal 125,33 Low 

 

Table 4 presents the average level of religious awareness among students, categorized 

by their geographic location. It shows that, on average, students living in lowland and hilly 

areas have a high level of religious awareness. Students in mountainous regions demonstrate 
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a fairly high level, while coastal residents have the lowest level of religious awareness. The 

Visualization of the average distribution of religious awareness based on geographical 

location is presented in Figure 2. 

This visual representation further emphasizes the differences in religious awareness 

across geographic regions, allowing for a clearer understanding of the observed trends. Figure 

2 might reveal, for example, that the differences in religious awareness between lowland and 

coastal areas are statistically significant, or that the distribution of religious awareness within 

each geographic category is not uniform. 

 

 

 
Figure 2. Religious Awareness Based on Students' Geography 

 

Another ANOVA test was conducted to ensure whether the difference in religious 

awareness based on geography has a significant difference or not. The test results are 

presented in Table 5. 

 

Table 5. ANOVA Test Results of Religious Awareness Based on Geography 

 
Sum of 
Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

Between Groups 87.627 3 29.209 .146 .932 

Within Groups 23204.740 116 200.041   

Total 23292.367 119    

 

The test results in Table 5 show the sig value. = 0,932. This value does not meet the 
criteria for rejecting H0 at the real level of 0.05. Thus it can be understood that the difference 
in students' religious awareness based on geographical residence has no significant 
difference. These results indicate that other factors such as family background, social 
environment, and the quality of religious education in schools may play a more dominant role. 
Further research can be conducted by considering other variables and using a qualitative 
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approach to gain a deeper understanding of the factors that influence students' level of 
religious awareness. 

 
3.2. Discussion 

The research results have two different conclusions and are interesting to study. First, 

religious awareness when analyzed based on sociocultural has a significant difference. 

Second, religious awareness when analyzed based on the geographical conditions where 

students live, does not have a significant difference. 

This study illustrates that sociocultural factors need to be considered in developing 

students' religious awareness, in line with Nişancı & Aysan's (Nişancı & Aysan's, 2019) 

research which proves that sociocultural factors can predict individual religiosity based on 

self-report.  Cultural contexts are more likely to influence variations in religious awareness in 

adolescence, and influence the process of interdependence in developing identity and 

religious perspectives (Schnitker et al., 2021). 

This study revealed that students in urban environments have religious awareness that 

tends to be high compared to students in traditional areas. The development of religious 

awareness in urban areas is predicted due to more diverse learning sources to obtain 

information and internalize religious values. In contrast, traditional groups focus on worship 

routines and more limited learning resources.  The differences in how to obtain information 

and learn about religion in each sample group are presented in Figure 3. 

 
Figure 3: Religion in Each 

 

Based on the graph in Figure 1, it can be seen that the percentage of reciting the Koran 

at the mosque closest to the house, travelling to the mosque, and asking religious leaders is 

dominantly done by students with traditional sociocultural groups. As for students in the 
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urban sociocultural group, they have a more diverse variety of religious learning sources, not 

only centred on places of worship, but many use digital platforms as a source of learning 

religion. 

If we look at the way of religion in the graph above, it is natural that geographical 

conditions do not really affect students' religious awareness. The image above shows that 

religious traditions and behaviors in each geographic region show behavior that is not much 

different. 

The implication of the results of this study on the practice of guidance services in 

developing religious awareness lies in the service strategy to be used. The strategy of 

guidance services in developing students' religious awareness should consider sociocultural 

nuances that can help students internalize the religious values taught by schools, especially 

madrasah. Ningsih & Wismasari (Ningsih & Wismasari, 2016) explain that in choosing a service 

strategy that is free of sociocultural bias, it is necessary to consider the individual perceptions, 

emotional experiences, and cognitive abilities of students. 

Oktonika (Oktonika, 2020) outlines several strategies that can be used, including 

habituation, exemplary, observation, and supervision.  The four strategies focus on 

understanding the implementation of religion in the context of the expression of human 

value, in line with the socio-cultural factors put forward in this study, namely the process of 

exchanging information and religious experiences between individuals or groups. 

In the context of education in general, the research results recommend that madrasahs 
need to pay more attention to the socio-cultural context of students in designing religious 
education programs. By understanding that students' socio-cultural backgrounds greatly 
influence their level of religious awareness, madrasahs can develop more relevant and 
effective curricula and learning methods. For example, madrasahs located in urban areas can 
utilize various available resources to enrich students' religious learning, while madrasahs in 
rural areas can focus more on religious activities that are appropriate to the local context. 
Different geographical conditions will form unique socio-cultural characteristics, so effective 
religious education programs must be adapted to the local context. 
 
4. CONCLUSION 

Students' religious awareness has differences based on sociocultural and geographical 
conditions of residence. However, based on the ANOVA test results, it is known that 
sociocultural factors have a more significant impact on the variation of religious awareness of 
MTs Negeri students in the Banten Region. Socio-culturally, religious awareness tends to be 
greater for students in urban sociocultural groups. In this group, students have more diversity 
of access and openness in learning religious teachings. The research has implications for the 
importance of paying attention to students' sociocultural in choosing strategies for 
developing religious awareness through guidance and counselling. Strategies such as 
modelling, observation, and supervision are recommended in developing religious awareness 
that focuses on the exchange of emotional experiences and the context of students' religiosity 
as an expression of human value, not just performing religious rituals. Several leading 
madrasas have succeeded in strengthening religious awareness and religious culture by 
implementing religious integration into learning materials, which should also be implemented 
in other madrasas. 
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