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This research aims to analyze the meaning of animated film The
Story of Imam Hasan Basri using denotative and connotative
theories. This research employs a literature study method,
analyzing conversations from the animated film "The Story of
Imam Hasan Basri" using content analysis techniques. The basis
for selecting this film was because it had been watched by 21,000
viewers. This proves that the meaning of the sentences in this film
is easy for listeners to understand. Data was obtained through the
speech of film actors. The research results show that learning to
study meaning through a project-based learning system can
explore students' creativity in uncovering contextual-based
meaning. The researchers analyzed using coding techniques the
dialogue transcripts in the film and found there are 38 forms of
connotative meaning and 66 forms of denotative meaning in this
film. Therefore, in the process of Arabic learning, this film can be
used as a reference source for studying denotative and
connotative meanings. This research is limited to one film sample
and the methods used, so this research recommends further
research to analyze other animated films with mix method and
using the another film.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In an era of rapid technological and media development, audio-visual media such as
animated films have become a trendy means (Gao, 2024; Han, 2021) to convey messages and
moral values, especially among children and teenagers (Nicolaou, 2021; Said & Ulwan, 2023).
One animated film that is engaging to study is "The Story of Imam Hasan Basri", which
explores the life and teachings of one of the leading Sufi figures in Islamic history. This film
not only presents an entertaining story, but also contains deep meaning and messages about
spirituality, morality and life values that can be learned from the story of Imam Hasan Basri.
However, to understand the meaning contained in the film in depth, appropriate learning
methods are needed (Handayani et al., 2022; Laga et al., 2022).

In the context of Arabic language learning, understanding the connotative and
denotative meanings embedded in a film is crucial for developing students' language
proficiency (Li et al, 2022). Films often employ rich and layered language, which offers
opportunities for students to enhance their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills
through critical analysis of the film's content (Suryadarma et al., 2024). However, traditional
teacher-centered approaches to Arabic instruction often hinder deep engagement with the
material, resulting in low motivation and limited understanding of the language's nuances
(Fauziah et al., 2023; Hasibuan et al., 2024). Furthermore, the lack of integration between
learning materials and real-life contexts presents an additional challenge in making Arabic
language learning more meaningful (Hasibuan et al., 2023; Mulyanto et al., 2022).

To address these issues, this research proposes the use of project-based learning (PBL)
as a student-centered approach to analyzing the denotative and connotative meanings in the
animated film The Story of Imam Hasan Basri. PBL provides students with a hands-on
opportunity to engage in collaborative discussions, presentations, and analytical tasks that
promote deeper understanding of the language and the film’s messages. Unlike traditional
methods, PBL actively involves students in investigating complex problems, fostering critical
thinking and higher-order reasoning skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation
(Almulla, 2020; Guo et al,, 2020; Huang et al., 2022).

This project-based approach not only enhances students' language skills but also
develops essential 21st-century competencies like communication, collaboration, and
creativity (Mudinillah et al., 2024; Rohm et al., 2021). It directly connects the learning process
to real-life contexts, which can increase students' motivation and interest in learning (Duke et
al,, 2021; Reis et al,, 2020). By using an animated film that conveys moral and spiritual values,
this study offers a more holistic approach to Arabic language learning, allowing students to
develop both language proficiency and a deeper understanding of Islamic teachings.

Similar studies have been conducted, One study shows that a deep understanding of
visual language and social semiotics in films can enrich both arts and language education (Al-
Abbas et al., 2024). Additionally, project-based learning can significantly improve learning
(Ngereja et al., 2020), motivation (Reis et al., 2020), and student performance (Guo et al,,
2020). Morever, Arabic learning through film media has been shown to increase both the
effectiveness and enjoyment of the learning process (Abdul Ghani et al.,, 2022; Koderi et al.,
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2023; Suroiyah, 2020)..

Based on the previous research that has been mentioned, the position of this research
is clear compared to previous studies. This research specifically uses the animated film about
the character Imam Hasan Basri as a data source. Apart from that, this research also combines
project-based learning methods with analysis of denotative and connotative meaning in the
context of Arabic language learning. This provides a different and deeper approach to
understanding how animated films can be used as an effective learning tool. On that basis, this
research aims to analyze the meaning of animated film The Story of Imam Hasan Basri using
denotative and connotative theories.

. METHODS

This research uses a qualitative approach with a literature study method. The
qualitative approach is used to analyze non-statistical data by looking at the phenomenon of
studying the meaning of the animated film Imam Hasan Basri's story. The researcher used a
qualitative design aimed at describing the results in the form of phenomena regarding the
meaning of films based on the theory of denotative and connotative meaning. Choosing a
qualitative research design based on literature study also plays a role in analyzing content-
based data, so that researchers can explore the connotative and denotative meanings in the
Hasan Al-Basri film by implementing project-based learning. The data for this research is in
the form of interaction patterns between film actors. Data sources were obtained from
primary and secondary data sources. The primary data source is an animated film about the
story of Imam Hasan Basri, and the secondary data source is a study of references related to
project-based learning and denotative and connotative meaning analysis techniques in the
animated film Imam Hasan Basri.

Researchers used content analysis techniques regarding actor interactions in this film.
Then the researcher listened in depth, identified it into two parts, namely connotative and
denotative meaning and gave meaning to the actor interactions after using project-based
learning design. Researchers used content analysis techniques regarding actor interactions
in this film. Then the researcher listened in depth, identified it into two parts, namely
connotative and denotative meaning and gave meaning to the actor interactions after using
project-based learning design.

The analysis technique is in the form of content analysis which reveals the meaning of
interactions in each verbal discourse delivered by film actors. This technique consists of eight
stages, namely (1) the researchers formulate a research problem in the form of implementing
Arabic language learning using project based learning to explore the meaning of the animated
film Imam Hasan Basri, (2) the researchers conduct a literature study related to the two
variables of this research, ( 3) the researchers determine the analysis technique used by
adopting content analysis techniques, (4) the researchers determine the sample and research
variables in the interaction discourse of Imam Hasan Basri's story, (5) the researchers make
categorization and coding guidelines based on the classification of the objectives of this
research, (6) the researchers collect data based on results of analysis of the dialogue
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transcripts of the actors in this film, The coding category was carried out in two parts, namely
sentences containing connotative and denotative meanings, (7) researchers examined each of
the actual meanings intended by the actors and (8) researchers process the data that has been
obtained for the analysis process.

The data validity technique is through data triangulation, namely in the form of
checking data based on content review, the results of discussions by experts consisting of
Arabic language teachers and also through editorial observations of the dialogue transcript
text available in the film.

. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1 Results

In the process of implementing Arabic language learning, the choice to use project-
based learning is the right choice. This is part of students' exploration in examining and
studying theories studied contextually. The steps in project-based learning consist of several
stages. First, the teacher can determine the object of study, for example in learning to study
denotative and connotative meaning. Second, teachers can provide opportunities for students
to use Arabic animated films to analyze their meaning. Third, teachers can give examples of
comparing connotative and denotative meanings in films. For example, the following
animated film The Story of Imam Hasan Basri RA by Sukardi Hasanuddin can be seen on the
YouTube link.
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Figure 1. Example of an animated film about Hasan Basri's story
Fourth, the teacher provides instructions for analyzing meaning and carrying out
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the coding process. Fifth, teachers can provide feedback on the assignments carried out by
students. Project-based learning also provides students with the experience of analyzing
meaning based on context used in daily conversations. It shows the concept practically
after students can discover and identify it in the theoretical realm. On that basis, project-
based learning can help them to balance theoretical and practical material.

The research results and data findings regarding the denotative and connotative
meanings in the animated film The Story of Imam Hasan Basri RA in tabular form and
explain the interpretation that has been carried out.

Table 1. Denotative Meaning

Time Dialog Denotative Meaning

0:08 Ldmes 3 05 They taught in the mosque there

0:10 S o aadly L 0y,24, They spread knowledge and jurisprudence among
people

0:14 Ll o YVsa usf 2l di 01y And Hasan Al-Basri was one of those scholars

0:20 e Aol i S L a8 But he did not feel that it was enough to just (teach)
in the mosque

0:25 Olsid & W 0w e 0 L But he walked among people on the streets

0:29 reeiiey vibny gmauy db o257 Reminding them of Allah and advising them and
giving them sermons and giving them
understanding (jurisprudence)

0:43 $l> <ol p o3 One day I saw my neighbor

0:44 e ot o 45 He was (sleepy because) he had not slept well

0:48 dys o = Coming out of his house

0:50 Lslis w55 Lis,»  He was wearing his clothes inside out

0:55 syms loy 4] 1is = el LT T know that your neighbor is an idiot.

1:14 ¢ e O9e589 Lo Yy 0ss? - Do you backbite a Muslim man and insult him?

1:21 J 48 ;s i Have you not heard the words of Allah

1:26 (9 San i Yy And do not backbite one another

1:29 ke a4 ST of 0T 4l Does one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead
brother?

1:35 5256 Of course you will be disgusted with him

1:40 S L AL B 2 ) Indeed, we are kind to Allah, sir!

1:43 i~ 55 u Yes, and we hope for Allah's Mercy

1:44 =4 Youare lying
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1:51

You will surely do good deeds because of Allah.

1:59 L2l JleYIL asexdl)  You will surely seek them and do good deeds.

2:18 els plab 4 cLo0gs e o Whoever travels without bringing water and food
will perish

2:25 Ossiat o8 Lee &) Lanel  Ask Allah to forgive you for what you have done and
promise him not to do it again

2:29 )] 19345 Y osaales  and promise him not to do it again

2:38 s,s 2s» 4 0| Indeed, he had influence and a high position

2:46 islo ) o al 2 il o) el oy And Ummul Mukminin Umm Salamah was his wet
nurse

3:10 sl b aglalt Ll . 01 (facing) many events like this

3:21 @ Lo by 48 % okl 0 Hajjaj (the ruler at that time) built a very large

Loy T building in the city of Wasith

3:27 sad 5 850w o g Which is located between the cities of Kufah and
Basrah

3:48 AU &l Hei, the people!

4:09 sy Lo ese il ek So Allah destroyed it and destroyed what it had
built.

4:13 52¥1 1,535 Remember you about the life of the afterlife

4:15 Vi e b JSS Ll S Yy And do not let the life of this world forget you

4.0 Decause everything in this world will perish, except

obedience to Allah

4:28 o g U Sis O my lord Hasan! This is enough

4:32 3T Ly zndl ~2x Hajjaj will be angry with you and may hurt you

4:57 SIS e aiiy o -l 4t Isn't there anyone to forbid him or stop him from
speaking?

5:07 ae W 3ot o Indeed, his influence on people is very deep

5:38 & spenl 2 s Ul 01 4 L May I ask you about some things in figh?

aadl)

5:48 ot by Il znd u2ly - So Hajjaj asked and Hasan answered

5:57 $$ Uy auly e With extensive knowledge and full of steadfastness

6:34 s 44 <3 With what do you move your lips or what do you

read?
[ will explain it to you on the way
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6:36 gt Je cdss L When you entered to meet the hajjaj
7:12 A e Ls2 adl ot 00 Imam Hasan Basri was a figure loved by the people
7:15 03l Wb w3l s S0y and all who came to him asking for help
7:34 Sl s dis STl 5y (U1 Yes, | came so that you could help my brother Al
'alaa
7:44 ak 3 elgl. [ will explain it to you on the way
7:47 OV e s 0 (S J» - Can you come with me now?
8:00 adi ol s Sl 0 > @l Js He then said that Al Alaa is one of the people of
Paradise
8:09 Ji Yy ese;  He fasts and does not break his fast
8:11 ek Yy Lay Healways prays at night and does not sleep
8:28 Joft 23 35 e 01 ue - After hearing the man’s words
8:53 W i o) s~ 4 Yo He did not even want to open the door
9:16 @iy adsT Ul ge5 | Butlet me talk to him myself
9:45 s ol b s Sk 300 Y Your appearance does not make me happy
9:53 > 56 3 0551 e~ When [ was in Hellfire
9:59 & 3 o 3 We seek refuge in Allah
10:04 o & s 3 i) 4l sl sl Aperson told me that he had a dream that [ was one
ki of the people of Paradise
10:21 & e J s 8 ewds vy And [ knew that it was a test from Allah
10:57 LWWgls pawsad W sk | Allah not only created Paradise for us but He also
L created the world for us
11:28 4 lules kss  He obeyed and worshipped Allah
12:06 Sy o) 3y What should I do with my time
12:40 6L el b iy aslls  Ayo ambil air minum untuk saudaramu pasti ia
SVl e olelke  DAUS sekarang
14:14 omel 5,509 w2 Year 110 Hijriyah
14:19 302 doews o0 @il <= HiS body came out of the Basrah mosque
14:24 sadl o iy 0= It's time for Asr prayer
14:37 J W s sls ¢ s Accompanying the body of this noble tabi'in
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Table 2. Connotative Meaning

Time Dialog Connotative Meaning

1:23 o) o e In the name of Allah, the most merciful, the most
merciful.

2:21 Ly plalall 5 :W Y] s 2Ll The food and water there are nothing but good
deeds.

2:53 asy 3> Heis righteous

3:32 lesy Wl etz 209, .0 And he invites the public to witness the beauty of the
building.

3:37 ey 435330 And that they pray for blessings.

3:56 Yy s aey ecly 0B 0sep 5 o L And do not be dazzled by the beauty of the building

o 51 o 25 sty sl becau'scle indeed Plllaraoh has built a bigger, more

magnificent, and higher one

4:53 2ty Lt Lke  And he was furious

5:03 ¥ sl ety O Uiy ekl (21 L NO One can stop Hasan Basri, O master!

(S

6:08 dl sl gl Cll jskaliy  (Guards!) Bring me various kinds of perfumes and
the most luxurious perfumes!

6:20 Y . 8,2~ Do nothesitate to come to me

6:22 Yy J=£ lle ¢lds,  And do not hesitate to share knowledge with me

6:27 s ol & Hopefully under the protection of Allah

6:38 A3 .5 LU o7, He has truly changed since seeing you

6:44 bt UL Uy sew @3y e 33 [recite: O Allah the Almighty, grant me the favor of a
place for me to lean on when [ draw near

6:54 o waiisy Wy Je LS <l W Make his wrath cool and save for me as you made fire

5 WSy s ) cool and save for Ibrahim.

7:19 w1 ol Heis always willing to help.

7:50 ekl La s Of Course, Come on

8:14 &35 ¢l To the point that he almost died.

8:17 Y JsYses Y1 &L There is no power and strength except with Allah.

8:22 Y 6l Ol olsx bW He must be afraid of being deceived by the world.

Which can make him feel calm (with the life of the
world).
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8:27 el el

Which can make him feel calm (with the life of the
world).

8:32 Stel &L oo sl

May Allah help you, Ibn Ziyad!

9:19 O5Sawg I Of sl i

He will be fine, insya Allah

9:26 U el ) gpadl e o) s

O Allah, please help Imam Hasan Basri to convince
my brother

10:32 Sn) s Gl o) gl (3 oLl

Allah wants to see whether I (only) believe (in that
dream) or I am serious in my worship.

10:37 ol VT a3l e S ) islisy

[ swear not to stop reciting dhikr and worshiping
Him.

10:53 e o)y i b

Allah with pleasure, O Basri!

11018 oy s 3 LY 92 e e 3 L)
batins Lol 0 3501 gl Laliny 0

W

And people who succeed in the test are people who
live in the world enjoying the good fortune that Allah
has given us

11:37 Yy aSU& 3lall Aiis ala> e Lol

And worship does not make him miserable, until he
loses his share of life in the world

11:46 o 415, s’ b Allah loves a man who seeks a good income

11:51 adls luas  Serious in giving charity

11:54 o35 Szs o 0,8 asiy  And prepares his excess wealth for the day he will
need it

11:59 Migh &6 ey il 3,5V Thus he has been successful in the world and in the

hereafter

12:14 131y e oy Elisle BIaYIs L KIS

And if you die because you are too excessive (forcing
yourself) in worship, it is the same as committing

suicide
12:55 N &l g = o> b2 May Allah reward you with the best reward, O Basri!
13:02 A emos J L dasla) You have explained to me what 1 did not pay

attention to

13:08 b e ) L S3EY L S i

But it is Allah who has made me a means to save you
from what will happen to you

13:51 W1 55y ann e cspidly a4 3 54

But it is always accompanied by mention of his
knowledge, piety and courage in the truth

3.2 Discussion

The interpretation of these findings shows that project-based learning in the
animated film Imama Hasan Basri's story can help students critically examine denotative
and connotative meanings. What is meant by project-based learning is an educational
approach where students learn through projects or assignments that involve problem
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solving, collaboration, and application of knowledge in real contexts. This method
encourages students to be active in the learning process, make connections between
theory and practice, and develop skills such as problem solving, critical thinking, and
collaboration. This project-based learning hones students' skills and abilities to continue
to hone soft skills and think critically in solving existing problems (Aranguiz et al., 2020;
Cortazar et al,, 2021). The several benefits that students can experience through Project-
Based Learning, namely: improving student motivation, making students more active in
solving complex problems (Sarip et al., 2024; Wijnia et al., 2024), improving students'
skills to find and obtain information quickly (Andini & Rusmini, 2022), increasing
cooperation and collaboration between students in groups, and increasing the ability to
manage and organize projects and allocate time and other equipment required (Ling etal,,
2024). This learning model provides teachers with the opportunity to develop the
potential of students to be active and think critically in solving existing problems
(Almazroui, 2023). In this research the problem that will be solved by students is the
meaning denotative and connotative meanings in the animated film Imam Hasan al-
Bashri. The teacher gives an assignment in the form of a project to study the meaning of
the animated film in terms of connotative and denotative meaning

Film is a medium that can be used to develop students' thinking and language skills.
Through film media, teachers can increase interaction with students and use it as a
learning resource for processing information and analyzing it (Said & Ulwan, 2023;
Suryadarma et al., 2024). Animation is part of a film that displays image (visual) and sound
(audio) elements, where the image experiences change and move dynamically (Be3pyuko
& CyxiH, 2023). The animated film about the story of Imam Hasan Bashri displays moving
images and Arabic audio or sound. The meaning of this film is studied through project-
based learning. Understanding the meaning of words and phrases in Arabic is important,
al-mufradat and al-ma'ajim science is one of the branches of science used to analyze
meaning in Arabic (Mat et al., 2023).

In semantics, there are several types of meaning that are known, including: 1)
Denotative Meaning: Refers to the literal or concrete meaning of a word or sentence. 2)
Connotative Meaning: Refers to the additional or associative meaning attached to a word
or sentence, often influenced by context or personal experience. 3) Ambiguous Meaning:
Occurs when a word or sentence has more than one possible meaning or interpretation.
4) Collocation Meaning: Refers to the permanent relationship between words that are
often used together or support each other in language use. 5) Associative Meaning: Refers
to the meaning that arises based on conceptual or emotional relationships between words
or sentences. 6) Conceptual Meaning: Refers to the meaning related to the concept or idea
underlying a particular concept. 7) Referential Meaning: Refers to meaning related to how
words reference objects, people, or concepts in the real world.

Denotative meaning is the direct or actual meaning of a word or phrase, which is
usually found in a dictionary. This is an objective meaning and is not influenced by feelings
or specific context. For example, the denotative meaning of the word "house" is a
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residential building. In the animated film Imam Hasan al-Bashrai, denotative meanings are
found such as the sentence "a 330 58 5w 2 meaning they teach in the mosque there. The
term mosque refers to the meaning of a mosque building that is used as a place for teaching
and learning. There are 66 denotative meanings found in this animated film about the
story of Imam Hasan Basri, all of which refer to the original meaning or ultimate meaning
and can be understood directly.

In contrast, connotative meaning is additional meaning that arises from emotional,
cultural, or personal associations attached to a word. For example, the word "home" in a
connotative context can give the impression of comfort, security, or nostalgia. In this film
it is mentioned for example Liae luse e 5 which means and he was very angry, this
illustrates the meaning that arises because of emotional associations, as well as the
statement e adal 5elld o ySIa Lo 38 (e 8 Jaoeliyde 5 oS et Vs

"And do not be dazzled by the beauty of the building because in fact Pharaoh has
built something bigger, more magnificent and higher" this is a connotative meaning that
shows an emotional statement and perception or experience of the luxury shown by
Pharaoh. In this animated film about the story of Imam Hasan Basri, 38 other meanings
are found which are added to the denotative meaning which is influenced by the feelings
of the person or group who uses the word.

So, it can be understood that the denotative meaning is the literal and generally
accepted meaning, while the connotative meaning can vary depending on individual
experience and perception. This study of the meaning of the animated film about the story
of Imam Hasan Basri differentiates the study of meaning research conducted by previous
researchers. Similar research examines connotative and denotative meanings in novels
(Kachorsky & Reid, 2020), in song lyrics (Suryanti et al., 2023), in traditional expressions
in the context of marriage (Erfiani et al, 2022), and in other films (Pakpahan, 2021;
Persada, 2020).

Overall, the based learning project carried out on the animated film Imam Hasan
Basri's story by examining the meaning is very helpful in increasing activity and
understanding of denotative and connotative meanings. It's just that this research still
focuses on studying two types of meaning, further research can explore various forms of
meaning from the perspective of semantics or linguistics.

Based on the findings, this study has implications for examining denotative and
connotative meanings contextually based on the implementation of project-based
learning. On that basis, this study found 66 denotative and connotative meanings in this
film, so that readers can understand various meanings that vary in their use contextually.
Based on these findings, learners can directly identify the meaning contained in the film.

The research on the animated film Imam Hasan Basri's story, focusing on
denotative and connotative meanings, has several practical and empirical implications:
(1) Enhanced understanding of Islamic concepts: The research can contribute to a deeper
understanding of Islamic concepts and values as presented in the film. By analyzing the
denotative and connotative meanings of words and phrases, researchers can gain insights
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into the underlying messages and themes related to faith, morality, and spirituality. (2)
Improved educational tools: The findings of this research can be used to develop more
effective educational materials for Islamic studies. By identifying the key concepts and
their meanings in the film, educators can create engaging and informative lessons that
help students connect with Islamic teachings in a meaningful way. (3) Insights into
cultural perspectives: The research can provide valuable insights into the cultural
perspectives and values reflected in the film. By examining the use of language and
symbolism, researchers can explore how Islamic beliefs and traditions are portrayed and
interpreted within a specific cultural context. (4) Contributions to film studies: The study
can contribute to the broader field of film studies, particularly in terms of analyzing the
use of language and meaning in animation. By examining the relationship between
denotative and connotative meanings in the film, researchers can explore how these
concepts are employed to convey complex ideas and emotions. 5. Foundation for further
research: This research can serve as a foundation for future studies exploring various
forms of meaning in the film, such as pragmatic meaning, social meaning, or affective
meaning. By building upon the existing knowledge base, researchers can delve deeper into
the complexities of language and meaning in the context of Islamic film.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of data analysis and research findings, the research shows that
learning to study meaning through a project-based learning system can explore students'
creativity in uncovering contextual-based meaning, while based on the meaning study carried
out, there are 38 forms of connotative meaning and 66 denotative meanings in this film. So,
this film can be used as a learning reference source in studying denotative and connotative
meaning in the Arabic language learning process. This research is limited to one film sample
and the methods used, so this research recommends further research to analyze other
animated films with varied methods and diverse samples.
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