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A B S T R A C T   A R T I C L E   I N F O 

Islamic Religious Education learning is a compulsory 

subject held for all school levels in Indonesia. However, its 

learning process mostly get less attention which can be 

seen from both students and teachers. This is caused that 

it still uses conventional methods, such as memorization, 

assignments and lectures. This results a lack of student 

activity and a monotonous impression which impacts the 

low quality of learning. Therefore, an interactive learning 

model is needed to improve the quality of learning. Thus, 

the research carrying out focused on the application of the 

Problem Based Learning model in improving the quality 

of PAI learning at Wahid Hasyim Vocational School 

Ponorogo. This study applied descriptive qualitative 

method. Data collection instruments used interviews, 

observation and documentation. Data analysis used 

reduction, verification and conclusions. The results of the 

research show that: (1) The application of the Problem 

Based Learning model in PAI subjects is that the teacher 

gives problems to students, coordinates student learning, 

the teacher guides student learning, the teacher instructs 

students to develop and present their work, the teacher 

analyzes and evaluates student learning outcomes at the 

same time solution to problem. (2) The application of the 

Problem Based Learning model improves the quality of 

the learning process, as evidenced by appropriate, 
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optimal learning, and increased student learning 

outcomes. Apart from it, students are more active in 

learning activities (student-centred). Therefore, this 

research shows that the application of the Problem Based 

Learning model can improve the quality of PAI learning at 

Wahid Hasyim Vocational School. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) is one of important subject implemented at all 
levels of school, because it teaches manners and character which are really needed by 
students in everyday life. However, the quality of its learning process is currently not 
going well and less optimal. Many students apparently ignore PAI compared to other 
subjects. It happens because PAI has many subjects matters, while most teachers apply 
usual methods, such as memorizing, lecturing, doing assignments, which has not 
developed yet.  

Thus, PAI learning currently requires modifications to more innovative learning 
models. The learning process can be carried out effectively quality if a teacher is able to 
carry out their duties properly and correctly as they should. Moreover, now PAI has been 
designated as a science that determines both middle and high school graduation. The 
Arabic proverb states that "Ath-thoriqah ahammu minal madah" which means that 
methods are more important than materials (Padi, 2018). 

Teachers are expected to have good skills abilities in designing and implementing 
learning. This is as explained in An-Nahl (16: 44), which means "And we sent down Ad-
Dzikr (Al-Qur'an) to you, that you may explain to people what has been revealed to them 
and that they may think." 

Moreover, teachers also need learning tools that can be compiled and developed, 
which include handbooks for teachers, handbooks for students, student 
assignment/work sheets, learning media such as computers, teaching aids, learning 
implementation guidelines, curriculum, etc. This is done with the aim at improving the 
quality of learning, especially in PAI subjects. 

Teachers need to innovate so that the quality of learning can be carried out as 
expected. Teaching is part of learning, with the consequence that the teacher's role is 
more emphasized on how to design the various resources and facilities available for 
students to use or utilize in learning something. This is as expressed by (Gagne, 1992), 
who states that "Instruction is a set of events that effect learning in such a way that 
learning is facilitated". One step that can be used to improve the quality of student 
learning is innovation to implement learning models that are able to foster and increase 
student attention and motivation to learn during the learning process. One of the learning 
models that can be used as an alternative in seeking effective and memorable learning for 
students and improving the quality of learning is using a problem-based learning model 
(Problem Based Learning). 

Problem Based Learning is a learning model that involves students to solve a 
problem through the stages of the scientific method so that students can learn knowledge 
related to the problem and at the same time they have skills to solve the problem 
(Lestaringsih, 2022). Meanwhile, (Ngalimun, 2012) states that Problem Based Learning 
is a learning model in which the application is not only including problems in class, but 
also giving students opportunity actively to form knowledge through interaction and 
collaborative inquiry. 

Problem Based Learning is also referred to as a learning model that stimulates 
students to learn how to really learn, working in groups to find solutions to real world 
problems. This problem is used to increase students' curiosity in the ongoing learning 
process (Duch, 1995). Another opinion also defines that Problem Based Learning is an 
approach where students are faced with authentic (real) problems, so that they are 
expected to be able to construct their own knowledge, improve high-level thinking skills, 
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make students independent, and increase their self-confidence (Arends, 2007). Apart 
from that, PBL is also a learning strategy where students are actively faced with complex 
problems in real situations (Glazer, 2001). 

The use of methods will affect the quality of learning. The quality of learning arises 
because there is motivation that appears in each teacher. Motivation originates from the 
concept of philosophers, that not all human behaviour is controlled by reason, but there 
are not many actions that have been carried out by humans that are beyond human 
control, therefore an opinion was born, viewed from being rationalistic creatures, 
humans are also mechanistic creatures are creatures that are driven by something 
beyond reason (Shaleh and Wahab, 2004). 

Based on this background, this research aims to see the quality of learning in 
Islamic Religious Education (PAI) subjects by applying the Problem Based Learning 
model for class XI students at Wahid Hasyim Vocational School, Ponorogo. 

 
2. METHODS 
 

The method used in this research is a qualitative descriptive method, which is one 
type of research that is included in the qualitative type (Sugiono, 2016). Descriptive 
research to describe and analyse phenomena, events, social activities, attitudes, beliefs, 
perceptions, thoughts individually and in groups (Sukmadinata, 2016). The aim of this 
research is to reveal events or facts, circumstances, phenomena, variables and conditions 
that occurred during the research by presenting what actually happened regarding the 
application of the Problem Based Learning method in improving the quality of learning 
in PAI subjects. 

Data collection instruments in this research used interviews, observation and 
documentation. The researcher prepared an interview guide which contained a list of 
questions relevant to the research topic, then interviews were conducted with the 
resource person, namely the Islamic Religious Education teacher. Researchers also 
prepare observation guidelines which contain a number of aspects that need to be 
observed according to the research topic. Apart from that, the researcher also provided 
several supporting documentation to strengthen the results of interviews and 
observations. 

The research was carried out at Wahid Hasyim Vocational School which is located 
on Jl. Bhayangkara Gg. II No.19, Taman Arum, Ponorogo Regency. The data sources for 
this research are PAI teachers and class XI students at the school. Data was obtained 
through a process of observation, interviews and documentation collection. 

 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

The application of the Problem Based Learning model in class XI PAI subjects at 
Wahid Hasyim Vocational School is almost the same as the application of the learning 
model in other schools. Problem Based Learning (PBL) is student-centered learning that 
involves student in class activities, where students are faced with everyday problems 
with the aim of improving skills in preparing problem solutions. The definition of 
Problem Based Learning was put forward by Barrow (Barret, 2017) that: PBL as the 
learning that results from the process of working towards the understanding of a 
resolution of a problem. The Problem is encountered first in the learning process. 
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Based on the explanation presented by Mr. Khoiron and Mr. Mustafidin as PAI 
teachers, that Problem-based Learning model should be applied with the existing syntax. 
The first is explaining the material being taught, orienting the children's thinking towards 
a problem, forming groups, having them find out the cause and its solution, then get them 
to share the results of their thoughts. Based on this explanation, it can be explained that 
in implementing this model, the first step the teacher takes is to explain the material. On 
this occasion, the material discussed was sources of Islamic law, then he guided the 
students' opinions to be oriented towards one issue raised and related to the material 
being taught. The problem raised is why there are differences in opinions and practices 
of each Muslim in worship, such as differences in prayer methods, differences in ablution 
methods and so on. When the teacher explained material regarding the sources of Islamic 
law, the students paid close attention to the teacher's explanation, although there were 
one or two people who still seemed unfocused, but most of the students looked serious 
about listening to the teacher's explanation. 

The second step that the teacher takes is that the students understand the context 
of the problem being raised. The teacher instructs the students to form small groups 
which is assigned to look for the factors that caused the problem to occur and what 
solutions can be taken to resolve the problem. After hearing the instructions from the 
teacher, the students began to make their own five groups consisting five or six people as 
the teacher's directions. Then, after the students have their own groups, they start 
discussing with each other to find the factors that cause the problem and what solutions 
can be made to solve it. During the discussion process, the teacher monitors and observes 
every behaviour carried out by students. The students who took part in the learning 
process seemed eager to discuss their arguments regarding the issues raised and one of 
them acted as a note taker (recorder) of the results of the discussions held. 

The next step, after all groups of students had finished discussing the causes and 
solutions related to the problem, then teacher invited each group to appoint a 
representative to explain the results their group had obtained, as well as giving other 
groups the opportunity to provide their responses. It can be seen from the existing 
conditions, representatives from each group who were assigned to explain the results of 
their group's findings explained them firmly and fluently in front of the class, but there 
were also those who might still be hesitant or embarrassed to explain their group's 
findings, so they mostly read the existing notes and just a little explanation. 

After all groups explained the results of their group discussions and other groups 
had responded, he reviewed and concluded each explanation from each group, then he 
provided additional explanations that he felt needed to be given to students. Thus, the 
implementation of the Problem Based Learning model carried out by the teachers in PAI 
subjects in class XI at Wahid Hasyim Vocational School, Ponorogo. Overall, from the 
beginning to the end of the lesson, students looked enthusiastic in going through each 
stage instructed by the teacher. This is in line with the opinion which explains that 
learning models are used by teachers as a guide in planning learning in the classroom. 
(Joyce & Weil, 2012) argue that a learning model is a plan or pattern that can be used to 
form a curriculum (long-term learning plan), design learning materials, and guide 
learning in class or elsewhere. 

The Problem Based Learning model is an application of constructivist learning 
theory which prioritizes active and student-centered learning. More clearly, as stated: 
"PBL is a situation with a real or realistic recognition of the problem variables, improve 
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student's communication skills and a learning method that allows developing a practical 
solution related to the problem situation, which aspects of the process are: a ) Provides 
active learning; b) Gives the group work skills; c) solving skills improvements; d) Science 
literacy increases; e) Enhance the scientific process skills; f) Permanence of knowledge 
increase; g) Increase the self-learning skills; h) The critical thinking skills increase; i) 
Communication skills develop” (Gurses, Dogar, & Geyik, 2015). 

PAI teachers as well as resource persons also explained same advantages and 
disadvantages regarding the application of the problem-based learning model. The 
advantages of Problem Based Learning, can be described, are as follows, including: First, 
training students to collaborate with other students through team work or groups that 
are formed. Second, train students to learn to process the information they get. Third, 
practice how to convey opinions or arguments both within their respective groups and 
with other groups when each group presents the results of its discussion. 

The Problem Based Learning model is seen as a model that has many advantages, 
as stated by (Erdogan & Senemoglu, 2014), including: a) making learning more 
meaningful, namely students learn to solve a problem by applying the knowledge they 
have; b) students integrate knowledge and skills simultaneously and apply them in 
relevant contexts; c) improve critical thinking skills, foster student initiative in learning, 
motivate internally in learning, and d) can develop interpersonal relationships in group 
learning. Apart from that, same other advantaes of the PBL model were also stated by 
(Gorghiu, Cristea, Petrescu, & Monica 2015), namely: a) the PBL model relates to real life 
situations, so that learning becomes meaningful; b) encourage students to learn actively; 
c) encourage other learning as an interdisciplinary learning approach; d) provide 
opportunities for students to choose what to study and how to study it; e) encourage the 
creation of collaborative learning; f) able to improve the quality of education. 

The weakness of the Problem Based Learning model include: First, students' 
immature readiness results in activities not running well. Second, it requires trained 
teachers. Third, it takes a relatively long time, and less capable students become less 
confident. As explained, the shortcomings of the PBL model can be explained, namely: a) 
feeling uncomfortable with independent learning in problem solving for students who 
are used to depending on the information conveyed by the teacher; b) will feel lazy to try 
problems for students who lack confidence in solving problems; c) if students do not 
understand the importance of trying to solve problems, then students will not learn what 
they want to learn; d) takes a very long time; e) needs to be supported by books that can 
be used as understanding in learning activities (Abidin, 2014). 

In general, students appear active during the learning process, because they take 
part in the learning process so that they are motivated to bring out all the abilities they 
have and of course while remaining under full supervision from the teacher. In this way, 
the quality of learning can be achieved as it should be, is learning that prioritizes 
effectiveness and is student-centered. 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

The application of the Problem Based Learning model in Islamic Religious 
Education lessons involves, the teacher explaining the material being taught first, the 
teacher instructing students to form small groups, the teacher coordinating student 
learning, the teacher guiding student learning, the teacher instructing students to develop 
and present their work, the teacher analysing and evaluating student learning outcomes 
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as well as problem solving. Thus, the application of the Problem Based Learning model is 
able to improve the quality of learning in PAI subjects for class XI students at Wahid 
Hasyim Vocational School, Ponorogo. This was found based on direct observations by 
researchers and responses or attitudes carried out by students during the learning 
process. However, there are many things that must be prepared by the teacher as the 
person in control of the learning process so that the learning objectives can be achieved 
and the learning process can run according to plan. and better quality for the future. 
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