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A B S T R A C T   A R T I C L E   I N F O 

Identification and assessment are important activities for 
early detection of children with special needs. Assessments 
are carried out to determine conditions and characteristics, 
abilities, obstacles, and strengths, as well as needs. This 
research aims to describe the implementation of 
identification and assessment, identify the obstacles 
experienced in implementing identification and assessment 
of dyslexia students, and explain the solutions in 
implementing identification and assessment of dyslexia 
students. This research uses a descriptive method with a 
qualitative approach, with data collected. Through 
interviews, observation, and documentation. Based on the 
research results, the implementation of identification and 
assessment of dyslexia students at the X Intervention Lab in 
Bandung is not optimal. Barriers to the implementation of 
identification and assessment of dyslexia students include 
understanding dyslexia, the process of identifying and 
assessing dyslexia, parental support, and collaboration with 
educational experts and professional staff. Solutions applied 
in the implementation of identification and assessment of 
dyslexia students include studying and understanding 
dyslexia as well as carrying out identification and 
assessment, collaborating with students' parents, dealing 
with dyslexia students directly by researchers without having 
to refer them to experts, and preparing creative media to 
help dyslexia students read.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Children with special needs are children who have unique characteristics that are different 

from children in general, without always showing mental, emotional, or physical disabilities. 
Children who have limitations or weaknesses that significantly affect their growth or 
development process compared to children their age. Children with special needs in the 
educational context require special services (Sumantri, 2006). Based on this understanding, 
children who are categorized as children with special needs include children who are blind, 
deaf, mentally retarded, physically disabled, autistic, and children with learning difficulties 
(Efendi, 2006). In this context, the focus of the discussion is on children with learning 
difficulties. 

Learning difficulties refer to obstacles experienced by individuals with neurological 
disorders such as the mentally retarded, autistic, blind, deaf, quadriplegic, and others. 
Meanwhile, specific learning difficulties refer to conditions where individuals with normal (or 
even above average) intelligence levels experience significant difficulties in certain areas of 
development in their lives. These two conditions are different and require different treatment 
(Yusuf, 2005). 

  Some types of specific learning difficulties include reading difficulties (dyslexia), writing 
difficulties (dysgraphia), and arithmetic difficulties (dyscalculia). One of the most common 
forms of specific learning difficulties is dyslexia (Abdurrahman, 2003). This research focuses 
on dyslexia type learning difficulties. According to Sunardi and colleagues (1997), dyslexia is 
difficulty in reading, writing, and spelling without peripheral sensory disorders, such as weak 
hearing or vision, intelligence problems, primary emotional problems, or an unsupportive 
environment. 

Djamarah (2002) revealed that the identification and assessment process is an effort to 
find out whether a child is experiencing problems in growth or development compared to 
other children his age. Assessment activities are needed to evaluate and monitor children 
based on the base line determined from the assessment results. The results of the assessment 
are used as a basis for providing programs that are suitable for children. Assessment according 
to Robert M. Smith (in Ramadhani & Fitria, 2019) is a comprehensive assessment and involves 
team members in examining the child's weaknesses and strengths, in this case based on the 
results of the decision, the educational services needed for the child can be determined as a 
basis to develop a study plan. Assessment is directed at diagnosis which emphasizes the 
process (Hussu & Strle, 2010). Assessments are carried out to gather data and information 
about children's abilities, difficulties and needs so that the appropriate method can be chosen 
(Kurniawan et al., 2018). The function and purpose of assessment is to screen and identify, 
determine whether a child has special needs and is eligible for special education services, 
provide information so that individual learning programs can be developed, and appropriate 
decisions can be made, develop and plan teaching approaches that are appropriate to 
children with needs special needs and evaluating children's progress (Roger Pierangelo 2008). 
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Assessment is used as a basis for preparing study programs, so that the study 
implementation process is in accordance with conditions and needs, so that they are expected 
to be able to follow it correctly without major obstacles and difficulties, and finally develop 
their skills as optimally as possible according to their potential (Budiyanto et al., 2012). 
Furthermore, Mahabbati (2014), provides an understanding that the implementation of 
assessment activities can reveal more detailed strengths and weaknesses of students with 
special needs, level of ability in several areas of development, as well as characteristics and 
learning needs. 

Dalyono (2001) stated that it is necessary to understand and master the identification and 
assessment techniques for dyslexia students, as well as the procedures for implementing 
identification and assessment. Identification and assessment are useful for researchers to 
distinguish dyslexia students from students who experience reading difficulties or ordinary 
behavioural problems, because the characteristics of dyslexia children are often found in 
children's communities, especially in elementary schools. Based on the study above, 
assessments can determine the overall abilities of students with special needs through the 
process of collecting information about students' conditions and characteristics, skills, 
obstacles and opportunities, as well as needs, which become the basis for program creation. 
Based on these problems, researchers are interested in conducting ongoing research in the 
form of descriptive research regarding the implementation of identification and assessment 
of dyslexia students at the X Intervention Lab, in Bandung. The aim of this research is to 
describe the implementation of identification and assessment of dyslexia students by 
researchers at the X Intervention Lab, in Bandung, which includes implementation, obstacles 
and solutions. 

2. METHODS 
 

Based on the focus of the problem studied, a qualitative approach was used. Sugiono 
(2018) states that qualitative research is research carried out based on the natural conditions 
of objects (individuals, groups, or organizations) in the field, with data collection techniques 
that combine three types of techniques, namely observation, interviews and documentation 
which are called triangulation technique. This research uses descriptive research. Descriptive 
research is a research method that aims to describe phenomena that occur currently or in the 
past (Fitrah & Lutfiyah, 2017). 

Data collection techniques include interviews, observations carried out by means of 
identification and assessment processes for dyslexia students at Lab X Bandung; as well as 
documentation that functions as a complement to data from observations and interviews, so 
that research becomes more credible. Documentation is a record of events that have 
occurred, in the form of writing, drawings or someone's work (Sugiyono, 2018). 
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3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
3.1. Implementation of Identification and Assessment of Dyslexia Students  

In carrying out the identification and assessment of dyslexia students, it is very important 
to first understand the characteristics of dyslexia students, as well as master the appropriate 
identification and assessment techniques and procedures. In the identification and 
assessment of dyslexia students, researchers have not used assessment instruments that are 
validated and standardized by experts in their field. Researchers' understanding of dyslexia 
students still needs to be explored more deeply. 

3.2 Stages of Identification and Assessment of Dyslexia  

Students In carrying out the identification and assessment of dyslexia students, correct 
stages are needed in accordance with theory to obtain valid results. The stages of 
identification and assessment of dyslexia students include: 1) looking at the student's 
characteristics, 2) linking the student's characteristics with the characteristics of dyslexia, 
such as if the student experiences difficulties in grammar, it means the child is at risk of 
dyslexia, 3) providing special treatment. The stages of implementing the identification and 
assessment of dyslexia students require an identification and assessment question sheet or 
what is called an identification and assessment instrument. Based on this, it can be concluded 
that the identification and assessment stages of dyslexia students at the X Intervention Lab in 
Bandung have been carried out but are not optimal, and the implementation is not in 
accordance with existing theory. 

3.3 Obstacles Faced by Researchers in Implementing Identification and Assessment 

Obstacles Faced by Researchers in Implementing Identification and Assessment of Dyslexic 
Students at Intervention Lab Bearing in mind that identification and assessment are important 
activities to gather comprehensive information regarding the student's situation and 
condition to provide appropriate treatment. An obstacle in implementing the identification 
and assessment of dyslexic students in regular schools at the X Intervention Lab, in Bandung 
is the lack of understanding of students with special needs. slowly. Another obstacle is the 
lack of collaboration and support between parents and researchers with dyslexic students, so 
parents only rely on researchers at school. Data and information from parents regarding the 
child's condition is needed for identification and assessment. Data and information from 
parents regarding the child's condition is needed in this identification and assessment. 
However, we have not gone that far to conduct interviews with parents regarding student 
data and information. Apart from that, another obstacle is not having collaborated with 
educational experts for children with special needs or professional staff such as psychologists, 
doctors, Ortho pedagogues or therapists. 

3.4 Solutions for Overcoming Barriers 

The solution that researchers use to overcome barriers is to learn more about and 
understand dyslexic students, collaborate with students' parents, and be more creative in 
learning. Researchers also consider collaborating with professional teams if necessary. 
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4. CONCLUSION 
 

The implementation of identification and assessment of dyslexic students at the X 
Intervention Lab, Bandung, has been carried out by researchers but is not yet optimal. The 
identification and assessment stages carried out are still not in accordance with existing 
theory, they are more based on the creativity and individual abilities of the researchers. 
Researchers' understanding of dyslexic students is also still inadequate, so the results of the 
identification and assessment carried out are not optimal. Researchers mark students with 
learning difficulties based on characteristics as well as visible strengths and weaknesses, then 
provide special treatment such as face-to-face learning and additional tutoring. Valid data 
about dyslexic students is not yet available, and researchers have not collaborated with 
professionals. The implementation of IQ tests to differentiate dyslexic students from students 
with other learning difficulties has also not been realized. Barriers to the implementation of 
identification and assessment of dyslexic students consist of three main aspects: lack of 
understanding by researchers about dyslexia, lack of support from parents of students, and 
lack of collaboration with educational experts or professional staff. To overcome these 
obstacles, researchers at Intervention Lab They also prepare creative and unique learning 
media to help dyslexic students. 
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