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Abstract. Short story writing skill (short stories) for elementary teacher education students at
Cimahi City campus is one of the productive language skills that are said to be still very
difficult, considering the skill to write requires multi skills that involve cognitive skills, cognitive
meta, experience, imagination, and the preparation of words and sentences accordingly.
Hence, this digital era should be able to make students skilled in utilizing digital devices and
products as a medium that helps facilitating them in honing their short story writing skills, one of
which is through digital products in the form of short movies. The purpose of this research is to
know and elaborate the elementary teacher education students’ skills fo write short stories of
through short movie making activities in creative writing. This study employs descriptive
qualitative through triangulation of data obtained from observations, tests, questionnaires,
and documentation. The results showed the students’ skills to write short stories through short
movie making activities, it was obtained based on the indicators of short story writing that had
been achieved, namely: the suitability of story content, story development creativity,
presentation of the plot, characters, point of view, diction, plot, and writing spelling.
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INTRODUCTION ~ The fransformation of reading and writing culture is closely aligned with the
acceleration of technological development, so that the cultural fransformation of reading
and writing is not inevitable, slowly changing ifs presentation into a virtual form that is more
easily accessed and understood for readers. A similar statement was expressed by Abidin
(2015) that technological developments should be able to change the paradigm of student
learning activities, hence, the development of student literacy can be dynamic in line with

technological developments.

Seeing the contextual phenomenon today, the moftivation to read and write through
mainstream devices for students in tertiary institutions tends to decrease; considering that the
information media and technology are in great demand used by students as a means of
obtaining literature as media to read and write, and even to translate written forms into
audio-visuals (movies) to understood better by the readers (Derry, Sherin& Sherin, 2014).
Therefore, the availability of digital media should be a means to develop students' language
skills, especially in written form, so they will be more interested in making short story writing as

an effort fo improve the literacy culture (Eng et al., 2020).
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Based on data released by the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology
(Kominfo), since 2014-2018 Indonesia ranked sixth as the most country in internet usage (Yusuf,
2018). Moreover, it has been predicted that in 2023 Indonesia will get more internet users,
considering the increasing number of productive age citizens (Jayani, 2019). This indicates
that Indonesia has a great opportunity to use digital media as a media that helps improving
the development of literacy culture, one of which is in creative writing learning activities in
tertiary institutions. However, this is inversely proportional o the data obtained from the Asia
Pacific Nature Publishing Index (Asia Pacific Scientific Journal Publishing Agency) in 2014-2015
Indonesia ranked 12th out of 20 countries in publishing books and scientfific papers (Persadha,
2016), meaning that the productivity of writing society in Indonesia, especially in universities

was still lacking compared to other developed countries.

Authentically, the problems found during the lecture showed that composing a narrative
essay in the form of a short story was found difficult seen from the 60% short story writing
indicator shown by elementary teacher education students in one of campus Cimahi City.
They found it difficult fo determine the title of a theme, a logical storyline, use diction and
sentences accordingly, and lack of a climax component in the storyline. This problem
indicates that elementary teacher education students sfill have difficulties in compiling short

stories as a product of literary works in learning creative writing.

To solve this issue, it is necessary to have media that helps students in composing short stories
through audio-visual media in the form of short movies. The use of short movie learning
media, in general, has been widely developed and applied in various research literature. The
results of research conducted by Schneider et al., (2019) showed the effectiveness of the
short movie media as one of the digital media that can provide a clear picture of the plot of
a sfory, hence, the presentation of the short movie has implications for the imagination and
audio-visual experience representative of the author by the elements contained in the short
story. Other research results from Simanungkalit & Sembiring (2019) explain the difficulty of
wrifing short stories in elementary teacher education students shown by the difficulty in
determining the topic and making the framework of the topic divided into short story
elements. Another obstacle is shown by the difficulty to use appropriate language for
children as the language of instruction in short stories, then the use of video-based media is

needed to open students' insights in designing short stories.

In this study, the aspect developed was how students were not only able to make short stories
assisted by audio-visual media in the form of short movies, but also to make two products at
once, namely making short stories as well as making short movies. From several research
results in various countries, the development of short story writing skills and short movie making

skills is still not linked. In Mongar & Chalermnirundorn's (2020) research, the effectiveness of
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digital media in improving the narrative writing skills of Thai high school students was very
effective if there is supporting media in the form of animated movie visualization. Through
their research, movie can present an element of imagination to students so that it is easy to
develop writing skills. Then, another study developed by Kim (2016) at Korea University tested
a multimodal approach to short movies that would show communication competence and
student reactions through storytelling tasks. The result showed that most students were able to
convey the essence of storytelling through English after watching a short movie. From these
two previous studies, the use of short movies only has an impact on merely students’ cognitive
skills. In confrary, in this research, the students were invited to write short stories as a cognitive

output, to make them skilled in making short movies as an output of their psychomotor skills.

The purpose of the short movie making activity is only as an introductory activity so that
students can understand the story scenario structure contained in the movie made in groups.
Therefore, after the movie project is completed, students will easily adapt to the story series
that have been acted directly through making short movies. Based on these assumptions,
researchers have several reasons why making short stories in learning creative writing should
be done through short movie making activities, including: (1) in Piaget's Cognitive theory,
students' cognitive skills are in the formal operational phase, making it possible for them to
develop imagination even though through things that are considered abstract (Moore et al.,
2019; Redifer et al., 2019); (2) Piaget's cognitive theory reveals the process of assimilation in
the adult phase being able to creatively process information by integrating new experiences
with concepts of knowledge that already exist in mind (Kervin et al., 2017); and (3) digital
media mastery opportunities among teenagers are mushrooming, so that the motivation of
students' existence makes it possible to create visual works that can be published in social
networks, this is evidenced by dozens to dozens of cinematographic works that have been

successfully created by students.

The purpose of this study is to determine and elaborate on the short story writing skills of the
students of elementary teacher education department through short movie making activities
on creative writing learning. Therefore, the activity of making short movie will become a
parameter to understand the elements of a short story. The structure in the short story is not
sufficiently embodied through theory and mainstream media alone, understanding the
infrinsic and extrinsic elements in it must be done through direct involvement of students in
playing roles as well as designing the movie itself (Feeney & Gajaseni, 2020). According to
Frith (2020) in his article entitled Teaching in 2020: The impact of neuroscience, the structure of
children’s brain development will be in line with environmental developments, meaning that
the development of student learning in school must always be spurred on by technological
developments. Making short stories through short movie is something that is often done in

several countries, considering the use of movie media and its production can be effectively
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integrated with other learning activities, considering that students’ will be more moftivated to
publish the results their work through online media, with the hope that his work can be

enjoyed easily (Chaya & Inpin, 2020).

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Short Story Creative Writing

Writing is one of the four most productive language skills, said to be productive because the
components in writing activities require multi-skills that involve other language skills such as
listening, speaking, and reading (Beiler & Dewilde, 2020). Besides, the metacognitive process
and the experience results obtained are part of the composition that must be present in
writing activities because this is the essence of a series of experiences, both from reading and
interacting with the environment (Patrick, 2019). In another aspect, writing is said to be a
medium of communication between writers and readers in conveying messages both from
an event, as well as the result of imagination (fiction), so that readers get information or
understanding even invitations from written messages (Ezza et al., 2019). Thus, writing is said to
be a fairly complicated process because it involves various cognifive and metacognifive

aspects.

In addition to a complex series of activities, writing is a series of skill processes for expressing
new ideas, expressing feelings, connecting people to the culture of creation, space, time,
and the writer's imagination, so it can be assumed that writing skills are communication
activities (Kartika et al., 2018). Based on these assumptions, wrifing skills can be developed
independently by students at every level at school. However, the efforts to develop writing
skills should be supported by adequate literature and media. Hence, the students can
observe and analyze the organization of ideas, content, or diction that are written well,
through the stages of knowing, understanding, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating a

series of activities that students do (Gocen, 2019; Purba, 2018).

Writing short stories is one of the creative writing skills and one of the literary products that are
included in the form of narrative or fantasy essays. Therefore, the process of making it is not
easy because writing a short story involves a process of imagination and experience to
process intrinsic and extrinsic elements. Therefore, the use of word/diction and sentence
composition must be able to convey the purpose and message to the readers; this is often
used as part of the students' difficulties in compiling a fiction/non-fiction essay in the short
story-making process (Dewi, 2016; Linda, 2017; Feeney & Gajaseni, 2020). In another sense,
writing a short story is a literary product that can convey knowledge or a cultural background
image seen from the author's point of view, with this, the important element in the short story
is extrinsic so that each writer can convey ideas in line with their distinctive thoughts and
cultural background (Rezaei & Naghibian, 2018). Furthermore, Rodriguez (2017) explained in

the results of his research at the University of Santo Tomas Columbia that the implications of
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written learning are able to hone literary skills and understand cultural elements and moral

messages in it, so that every reader and writer will not be swept away in the flowing world.

Short Movie

Movie is an audio-visual media that is able fo effectively provide information, explain the
process/story line, explain concepts that are considered complicated, and teach skills the
sensitivity in obtaining information (Arsyad, 2011). Substantively, the effectiveness of movies in
learning activities act as a medium that is able to deliver students 'knowledge and skills on
contextual matters and hone students' imagination skills (Kéroglu, 2020). A similar idea was
expressed by Rahman (2018) that the nature of learning media, both audio and visual, is able
to become a fransformative medium in conveying knowledge to students in every learning

process.

Short movie is a type of movie production that describes a problem that is briefly presented
but gives an impression and message to the viewer (Kabadayi, 2012). According to this
statement, short movies can provide reflection for educators and students through their
impact on students' cognitive and affective knowledge, because basically the affective
domain is able to accept the rational learning process, so that the concept of understanding
in learning is easy to remember because it can give an impression to students (Blasco et al.,
2015).

When short movies are implemented in learning activities at school, the media can have a
big influence on students' critical thinking skills since the elements in the media are able fo
give a visual picture through case studies shown in good acting scenes about life problems,
differences. culfure, perspective, and problem solving (Galante, 2015). In addition to
improving critical thinking skills, short movie when implemented in learning activities in schools
lead the students to have skills in analyzing short story texis that are integrated with the short
movie experience visually, hence, short movies have a great opportunity to be used as a

medium that is able to stimulate skilled students in making a short story (Liao, 2020).

METHOD

Research Design

This study employs descriptive qualitative analysis of data obtained through data
friangulation comparisons. Data friangulation is designed to provide confidence fo
researchers about the validity of the data obtained so that it will facilitate researchers in
providing research conclusions (Bachri, 2010). According to Creswell (2014), qualitative
research is research based on post positivism theory, which is used to observe and analyze all
processes naturally through integration and comparison between triangulation of data done

by prioritizihg meaning rather than generalization. In line with these statements, Arikunto
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(2013) explained that qualitative descriptive research aims to obtain a picture of the

phenomena that occur, then analyze and elaborate the phenomena in-depth.

The data collection technique was obtained through three designed instruments, namely
observation, tests and questionnaires, which was done in six months. The documentation is
used as reinforcement to confirm the results of the research activities carried out. The subjects
in this study were two classes of sixth semester elementary feacher education students of a

university in West Java, Indonesia.

Research Participants

The participants were the éth-semester elementary teacher education students in one of the
Cimahi City universities. It was carried out in two classes, consisting of class A totaling 42
people, and class B totaling 38 people with an average of coming from Cimahi City and
Bandung Regency. The reason for choosing students from two class because the researchers
assumed there were some similarities such as 1) the similarity of the study program, namely
primary school teacher education, 2) being of the same age, namely 19 years old on
average, 3) the economy background of students from middle-class families and above, 4)
students' reading and writing skills are high based on the cognitive levels and language

development, and 5) are in the same course, namely Indonesian Language and Literature.

Research Procedure

The procedure or steps taken in this qualitative descriptive study were adapted from
(Sugiyono, 2015), as follows: (1) Preparing and defermining research subjects; (2) Doing
observations. Observations were made in creative writing learning through short stories and
short stories written by students developed from learning instfrument and the short assessment
rubric; (3) Testing. The test was a written test carried out by each individual, then adjusted to
a particular grading rubric; (4) Filing out the questionnaire. The questionnaire presented is a
statement using a Likert Scale. The questionnaire was given to all respondents and filed out
online; (5) Collecting and processing data (data reduction); (6) Analyzing data. Data analysis
was performed qualitatively through searching for equations and comparing patterns,
models, and themes from the data obtained; and (7) Describing and interpreting data; and

(8) Drawing conclusion.

RESULTS
The results obtained from this study refer to the data collected from observations, written tests,
questionnaires, and documentation, which were then analyzed by linking various data and

comparing them, if necessary, the reduction of data processing results.

Observation Results of Elementary Teacher Education Students’ Shirt Story Skills through Short

Movie Making Activities
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Observations on short story writing activities through short moviemaking activities were carried
out through group activities in one month from the 2nd to 4th meetings, in which the last
meeting of the observations was done online due to COVID-19 pandemic. Online
observations were done by observing the results of the students' short story writing so that the
observation process in the second month was carried out through test activities, which

resulted in the following data:

Table 1. Observation Results of Elementary Teacher Education Students’ Short Story Writing

through Making Short Movies

Short Story Writing Activities Implementation in the

No Meeting
1 2
1. Observing Short Movies of group work 4 v
2. Observing the elements contained in the short movie v v
3. Discussing short movie elements v v
4. Integrating short movie elements with short story elements
c Determining the theme of the short story that will be , S,
created
¢ Determining the title of the short story that matches the L,
theme
. Designing the short story structure of the short movie
observation process
8. Determining the story line in the short story v
9. Determining the setting or place on the short story v v
10. Determining the characterin the short story v v
11. Determining the character / character of each character v v

Determining the selection of diction that is appropriate to
the child's language

Determining the spelling and reading according to EBI and

14 short story characters
15. Determining the message contained in the short story v v
Score 9 10
Percentage 60% 73.3%

The instrument was adapted and modified from Nurgiyantoro (2013) and Kervin et al., (2017)

Table 1 above presents that learning to write short stories through making short movies in the
first meeting showed a percentage of 60%. The implementation was fo carry out observations
on the movie of each group's work, observe the elements of the story in the short movie,

discuss the elements of the story in the short movie with the group, determine the theme,
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determine the setting, character, use diction for children's short stories, and message of the
short stories. While other points have not yet been implemented including:

1. Integrating the elements of a short movie with a short story. Most students determine
the short story element based on the principle of preparing a short story, meaning that
the student's analytical skills were still not sensitive at the first meeting.

2. Making short story title based on the theme. Most students were found not able to
make an interesting title.

3. Have not designed the structure of a short story completely from the observation of a
short movie due to different movie structure and the short story, resulted in students’
confusion.

4. Determining the storyline in the short story. Students’ story line was noft logical, their
climaox and anti-climax tended to be less well-structured.

5. The use of grammar based on General Indonesian Spelling Guidelines (PUEBI,
Panduan Umum Ejaan Bahasa Indonesia). The students were still confused about the
use of punctuation, capital letters, affixes, and prepositions.

The second meeting showed a percentage of 73.3% of implementation of short story learning
activities. The students performed a little improvement, namely observing the movie work of
each group, observing the elements of the story in the short movie, discussing the elements of
the story in the short movie with the group, being able to carry out the determination of the
theme, determining the ftitle, determining the setfting, character, use of dictionaries for
children's short stories, and message of the short stories. Meanwhile, the other points that
have not yet been implemented including:

1. Integrating the elements of a short movie with a short story. Most students determined
the short story element based on the principle of preparing a short story, meaning that
the student's analytical skills were still not sensitive at the first meeting.

2. Designing the structure of a short story. From observation, it was seen that students
were confused because of different structures of the movie and short story.

3. The use of grammar based on PUEBI. The students’ writing still contained errors such in
the use of punctuation, capital letters, and affixes.

An increase in this implementation is not the main goal of the research, but in the learning
activity fo achieve success of learning where students’ understanding the concept of writing

short stories through short movie making activities is increasing.

Short Story Writing Skills Test of Elementary Teacher Education Students through Short Movie
Making Activities

The results of this test are the second parameter that shows the skills to write short stories after

making short movies. The test was conducted on the work of individual student short stories,
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after going through the process of making and observing short movies from each group. The
rating refers to the short story writing rubric which is determined according to the indicators of

short story writing skills. The test result is presented in Table 2 below.

Table 2. Results of Short Story Writing Test of Elementary Teacher Education Students through
Making Short Movies

Short Story Aspects
Fill Short Stories Short Story Presentation Mood Story Writing
Elements Procedure >
o Short Story Writing Indicator s
£ 8
No © 2 5 5 o o)
9] £ % c c g g o} £ c 3
> ko) B0 o S v 62 G i S 6 0
o > = = £ 5 £1a S c < B3 £ Q
£g fg g2 2% By s S, £ o > °
o v =0 = C c 5 cC O o} = C u— C =
t5 82 38 85 £ 3 55 o 2 <
o] ot oQ o 0+ Q o L & by
05 QO % 5 a a 6 a3 > 85 > & 33
1. " 3.0 2.5 2.7 3.7 3.5 2.5 2.5 3.2 2.3 2.8 715
% 75% 62% 68% 93% 88% 61% 63% 81% 57% 69% '
2. " 3.3 2.9 3.2 3.9 3.6 2.7 2.8 3.6 2.6 2.9 78
% 81% 72% 79% 96% 90% 68% 69% 89% 64% 73%
Average % 78% 67% 73.5% 94.5% 89% 64.5% 66% 85% 60.5% 71%

The instrument was adapted and modified from Nurgiyantoro (2013)

Table 2 presents students’ increasing skills in writing short stories. The increase was seen based
on 10 short story writing done in the third and fourth meetings. The scores obtained in each
indicator were determined based on the average score obtained from all 83 students. The
assessment rubric is set as the ratfing standard for each indicator of wrifing short stories with
categories 4 = very well, 3 = good, 2 = moderate, and 1 = less. The increasing skills of short

story writing indicator is elaborated below:

The suitability of the story content with the theme. In the third meetfing, the average
percentage of students earned 75%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 81%. This means
that the students were able to make the story content by the theme. Nevertheless, there

were still some students who wrote short stories not based by the theme.

Creativity story development. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students
earned 62%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 72%. The development of the packaged
story indeed sfill seemed difficult to develop, considering that not all students’ literacy skills

are the same and their accuracy to analyze short movies was used as a reference for

developing stories.

Presentation of the storyline. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students earned
68%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 79%. In presenting the storyline, most of them were
mostly still illogical, this is because students have not developed the process to develop a

story climax, hence their story tended to quickly ends.
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Presentation of characters. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students earned
93%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 96%. Nearly most students have understood the
their character, this has an impact on the results of short moviemaking activities that directly

involve students as actors.

Presentation of setting/place. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students
earned 88%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 90%. The setting of the place has been
understood and used in their short stories. However, it was not accompanied by a culfural

background as an addition to the arfistic impression and imagination/fantasy for the reader.

The author's perspective. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students earned
62%, and in the 4th meeting, the score increased to 68%.Seen from the exirinsic element,
most students still did not have a unique perspective in writing any short stories, because this is

not easy to do for ordinary writers.

Selection of short story diction. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students
earned 63%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 69%. Choosing appropriate diction for
elementary school children's reading is not easy. They still used words, phrases, and senfences
that are considered to be incompatible with the readability composition of elementary

school students.

Suitability of the fitle with the theme. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students
earned 81%, and in the 4th meeting, the score was 89%. Determining a title that matches the
theme of the short story was easy for students, but most of them have not been able to

determine a unique fitle that can attract the attention of readers.

Spelling of the short story. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students earned
57%, and at the 4th meeting, the score was 64%. Some students sfill ignored the use of
effective sentences, so that there are sfill many errors in sentence interpretation, ambiguity,

and reading suitability.

Use of punctuation. In the 3rd meeting, the average percentage of students earned 69%,
and at the 4th meeting, the score was 73%. Errors in punctuation were found in conversation

and sentence punctuation exclamation.

Short Story Writing Skills Questionnaire of Elementary Teacher Education Students through
Short Movie Making Activities

The questionnaire obtfained from elementary teacher education students as respondents is a
data statement about the skill to write short stories to students through short moviemaking

activities. The following is the acquisition data of the questionnaire results filled out online:
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Table 3. Elementary Teacher Education Students’ Questionnaire Results of Short Story Writing

Activities through Short Movie Making Activities

No Statement SA A D SD
I understand the meaning of short stories through study

1 . 21.2 76.8 2 0
with lecturers.
| understand the elements of short stories through the

2 L . . 17.2 77.8 5 0
results of reading journal literature and the like.

3 | prefer short stories with fictional texts. 38.4 55.6 6 0

4 | prefer short stories with non-fiction texts. 14.1 58.6 25.3 2

5 I quickly unders‘rqod the s’rruc’rurg of short stories 293 606 8.1 5
through the media of short movies.
| feel happy when observing the short movie storyline as

6 . - . 28.3 66.7 4 1
material for writing short stories.

7 | got an idea / idea ’rq make a short story after 313 606 7 :
watching a short movie.

8 | gamgd imagination ’(o write short stories after 8.3 63.6 7 :
watching a short movie.

9 | can make a short story after watching a short movie. 24.2 64.6 10.1 1

10 | eosjly understand the short story after watching a short 2192 677 10,1 :
movie.

. Is’r((:)(:; determine the character / character in the short 313 646 4 0

12 | can use Wgrds / diction egsny in writing short stories 131 8.7 16.2 1
after watching a short movie.

13 | can determine the grammar used in the short story 71 677 299 3
according to PUEBI / EYD after watching a short movie. ’ ’ ’

14 | easily er’re'o message on a short story after watching 16.2 78.8 3 2
a short movie.

Average Percentage 229% 66.6% 9.3% 1.1%

Note: SA= Strongly Agree; A= Agree; D= Disagree; SD= Strongly Disagree

The questionnaire in Table 3 is a statement of students about the process of making short
stories through short moviemaking. These statements were adjusted to the composition of the
indicator which refers to the skills fo write short stories made through short moviemaking. The
results of the questionnaire showed that 22.9% of the students stated strongly agree, 66.6% of
students stated agreed, 9.3% stated disagreed, and 1.1% strongly disagreed with short story
learning conducted through short moviemaking activities by analyzing short story elements

from the short movies of each student group.

DISCUSSION

Short Story Writing Skills of Elementary Teacher Education Students through Short Movie
Activities

Following is the authors’ elaboration of the results obtained by integrating and comparing the

findings with the literature and previous studies) and relevant research results through the

indicators of short story writing and the scope of this research.
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According fo Nurgiyantoro (2013), Gocen (2019), and Kervin et al., (2017), the elements in the
short story are a breakdown of the short story indicators which are intrinsic elements consisting
of themes, fitles, plot, characters, character, setting/place, climax, anticlim